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Gambier, Ohio
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Senior Staff mulls future of College
BY MIKE LUDDERS
Editor-in-Chi-

ef

the Senior Staff; Kenyon 's primary
administrative body. As the semester
t,
this group
approaches the
is just beginning to craft the long-terpolicies of the College.
Senior Staff, a committee chaired
by and reporting to the President, is an
eclectic mix of persons and offices,
including by design every function
deemed necessary to steer the strategic direction of the College. The
members of the Staff all perform the
normal functions of their office, and in
addition meet each Tuesday, to discuss
and make arrangements for Kenyon 's
mid-poin-

"You must be kidding about the
short statment! If there is one thing
Ive learned ... it is that guiding the
College is a very complex process,
one that depends on good efforts from
all sectors of the College: students,
staff, administration and faculty."
In his own words, this is how
Professor of Music and current Chair
of the Faculty Dr. Benjamin Locke
answered the Collegia's request for
a "short" description of his part in

Vie

m

'big picture.'

classroom or department; locating

which deal directly with Kenyon's
interactions with other institutions,
most notably that of the President and
the Acting Vice President for College
Relations, SaraKahrl.
Other members hold offices less
directly strategic, but no less crucial
to the success of Staff initiatives.

funds needed to repair broken equipment in a science lab; researching
questions posed by faculty members

or other administrators; arranging
for offices, furniture, computers, etc.
... Not very glitzy, forward-lookin- g
stuff, but all important, and I enjoy it."
Other members of Senior Staff
are include Associate Vice President
for Finance Teri Blanchard, or Dean

Associate Provost Rich Switzer
describes his position as one of an
problem solver. "My duties,"
Switzer says, "range from finding . . .
helping faculty or department chairs
ad-h-

right path and we want to continue on
that path." As evidence Nugent cites
the success of recent major fundrais-in- g
initiatives -- under Oden's administration two years ago- -, the progress
made in new construction, and especially the gains made in the last two
years in Kenyon's overall numbers of
applicants, and the greater degree of
selectivity this has made possible in
Admissions.
"The era of Kenyon as a 'safety
school' is, I think, over" said Nugent
At the same time, she also discussed
several challenges the College will
face in the coming year, and the directions she is hoping to take in order
to meet those challenges.

meet some special need in their office,

Tlx; core strategic offices arc those

of Students Donald Omahan, who
oversees Kenyon's Student Affairs
center, and works to see life goes
smoothly and standards are main-

oc

for the Pie

tained for students currently living
on campus.
Regardless of their individual
focus, on each Tuesday they combine
perspectives to iruike Kenyon into an
institution "recognized as a premier
Libera Arts college for this nation,"
in the words of President S. Georgia
Nugent.
Today, Nugent says her evaluation of the College is that it is "stronger than it's ever been ... we're on the

Kevin Guckes
ng

Staff Reporter

The Gambier Village Council
welcomed Gambier's new village
administrator in a meeting on
Monday, as well as continuing
discussion on several issues that
have been discussed in previous
sessions.
All council members were in
attendance as Mayor Kirk Emmert
officially introduced Rob McDonald as the new Village Administrator. Emmert had been serving
as Acting Village Administrator
since Jim Lenthe resigned from
the position this summer.
McDonald, who comes to
Gambier from Cardington, Ohio,
about 40 miles to the west, began
his duties as Village Administrator
on October 1. His responsibilities
will deal largely with the water system in the village. McDonald has
already looked into the pumps at
the sewer plant, which he described
in his report to the council. After
a Gambier resident showed the

council the large amounts of cal
cium in his water filter, McDonald
promised to deal with that matter
as well.
McDonald, who has twelve
years of experience in working with
utilities and three years of experience in administrative work, says
that he has "an open mind" in learning about the Gambier community
and that he is looking forward to
taking a proactive approach to preventing and repairing problems.
He said he is "thoroughly
excited to be here" and feels that
"everyone here has been very helpful and easy to work with."
In addition to introducing McDonald, Village Council continued
discussion on a number of community issues that had been discussed
at prior meetings. Council member
Lee Cubie, head of the Council's
Streets and Utilities Committee,
scheduled a meeting on October
18 for the purpose of discussing
an objection to the village's skateboarding ordinance, which requires
that skateboarders wear helmets

and wrist guards at all times.
After hearing complaints from
students, the council is reevaluating this requirement. Emmert said
that Village Council should, "at the
very least, . . . produce a convincing
rationale" to uphold the ordinance
if the council does not choose to
eliminate it completely.
A complaint about speeding
and noise on the main streets of
the Village was briefly discussed,
and Emmert said that "a bit more
policing" would be done but that
the council "can't keep traffic out
of Gambier."
The council also discussed
and approved a $5,500 plan to
haul 200,000 gallons of sludge
to Gambier fields beginning in
late October and early November. Council members enjoyed
a laugh when, after being asked
if the smell of the sludge would
affect the College, Doug Givens,
managing director of the Philander
Chase Corporation, responded that
the smell would not be "as bad as
Old Kenyon."

Campus Master Plan, which was
drawn up last year by the architectural firm owned by Graham Gund
'63. The Plan, which proposes numerous building changes throughout the
see

PLANS, page two

quality service and products."
furniture for
New, custom-mad- e
the lounge is currently under design.
"We order stuff and then they make it
... it takes a bit longer," said Barbuto.
All in all, the project costs roughly
$30,000.
Barbuto stressed that this would
by no means be an area only for freshmen. "Anybody can go over there,"
he said.

BY JEREMY LAWSON

Staff Reporter

New village administrator introduced
BY ROSE BABINGTON

the Senior Staff will be the approval
and eventual implementation of the

Gund study lounge
gets retro restyling

Students competed in a
contest last week sponsored by the Greek Counci The event
kicked off Greek Week, a series of events designed to foster positive relations among members of
Greek organizations at Kenyon.
pie-eati-

The Master Plan
The major ongoing project for

By

center

mid-Octob-

in the

er,

the exercise
Gund Residence Hall

lounge will be converted into a quiet
study area, and the entire lounge will
receive a stylistic overhaul.
With the completion of the new

Fitness, Recreation and Athletic
Center quickly approaching, Dean
of Residential Life George Barbuto

--

Amanda Carpenter, the Head

decided the exercise equipment formerly in the lounge was unnecessary.
The lounge's redesign will create a
"retro" atmosphere, including separate study and relaxation areas with
a TV, couches, and chairs.

Resident Advisor of Gund Hall, said
that "the layout of the lounge looks

Continental, a private company out of Columbus, has been
hired by the College to oversee
the lounge's new look. "They've
done other projects for the college

The lounge will feature tables for

quite aesthetically pleasing... with
the addition of some artwork and
the modern furniture and carpet, I
think the place will be quite cozy."
group studying, desks for individual
work and couches. Leather and cloth
seating covers will accentuate the
atmosphere.
A large factor in the lounge's
redesign was the poor quality of the
equipment in the old exercise area.

- their products

have held up well,"
said Barbuto. "There are a number
of companies that you can opt to go
with... you pick a company with
f

Tonight: Clear. High,

75F;

--

low,

45F.
Friday: Partly cloudy. High:
76F, low:51F.

see

GUND, page four

:

Saturday: Few showers. High:
67F, low: 45F.
Sunday: Partly cloudy. High:
68F, low: 40F.
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Plans: Administrators to consider faculty, admissions
CONTINUED from page one
College and Gambier, was unveiled
in draft form with great publicity last
spring.
Provost Gregory Spaid, a
member of the Senior Staff, was one
of three College officers appointed to
coordinate the project with Gund last
March. According to Spaid, the plan
will have tremendous impacts, but
"is not yet finished ... we are expecting to receive it in printed form from
Graham Gund Architects by the end
of October." Nugent confirmed this
picture of the Plan, saying the version unveiled earlier is a Master Plan
"which is sort of there, but not . . . we
haven't received a final draft"
It's a distinction of which many
may not be aware, but the draft approved by the Board of Trustees for
the College last Spring was only a
late draft The new draft, which has
revisions,
sustained
is due to be delivered by Graham
Gund Architects. A Kenyon Fortnightly bulletin released May 3 cites
'the Board referring to the draft as "a
set of principles and recommendations" to be reviewed once more at a
later meeting. The next full meeting
of the Board of Trustees will occur
on Oct
According to Spaid, "adoption"
in this case would mean a flexible long-tercommitment "Most
likely, it will be used to inform the
process of setting priorities for the
next capital campaign." An informal
study by Graham Gund Architects,
obtained by the Collegian last May,
puts the total cost for all changes
then proposed at approximately
$96 million. What portion of this
spending will be approved and over
what period of time is of course, very
much up for discussion.
as-yet-unkn-

own

29-3- 0.

m

Faculty development
Sharing space with the Master

Plan at the top of Senior Staff's list
are a number of programs Nugent
and others call 'faculty development
initiatives.' Essentially these are programs meant to enhance the academic
reach of members of Kenyon 's faculty,
and also to improve their living and
work environments in Gambier.
"The majority of faculty who come
to Kenyon . . . stay their whole careers;
sometimes their whole lives" said Nugent " . . it is important to us to give
them every opportunity for renewal we
can ... it makes Kenyon a more attractive place to new prospects.".
Among the measures on the table,
seems to be that
the most agreed-upo- n
new funds be made available, and
existing funds redirected, toward faculty travel and independent research.
According to Spaid, the collected sum
would become "a fund to support international travel for faculty to do such
things as attend a professional conference, do research abroad, or present their
art work at an international venue."
Spaid says that the Senior Staff
has a deep interest in enriching these
programs because "We want the Kenyon faculty to have the support they
need to be excellent in the classroom
and in their own professional work as
scholars, scientists or artists, which
ultimately informs and enhances the
teaching they do."
Locke, who, in the capacity of
faculty chair, is exclusively concerned
with faculty welfare and
relations, said that he is
enthusiastic about the agenda being
pursued this year, and is "very optimistic about Kenyon 's future under
President Nugent's leadership." He
adds that as the year progresses there
are related issues he will work to
address for the enhancement of the
faculty, such as "improved instructional space . . . increased staff sup-faculty-administrati-

on

September 29 - October 5, 2004
Sept. 29, 9:29 a.m. Fire alarm
at Olin Library - no smoke or
fire found. Maintenance notified
to check alarm.
Sept. 29, 02:17
ical
call at Bailey House regarding
student with cut on knee. Antibiotic ointment and bandage were
applied to the injury.
Sept. 30 2:13 a.m. Vandalism
to door at Gund Hall.
p.m.-Med-

Sept. 30, 2:59 a.m. -- Party
violationsvandalism at Weaver
Cottage.
Sept. 30, 3:48 p.m. Underage
possession of alcohol in Hanna
Hall.

Sept. 30, 8:54 p.m. Suspicious
person reported near Taft Cottages. Area searched but person
was not found.
Oct. 1, 9:00 p.m. Suspicious
person reported outside Peirce
Hall. Officers unable to locate
person.
Oct. 1, 10:07 p.m.-Dr- ugs
be
ing used between Watson Hall
and Norton Hall.
Oct 1, 11:29 p.m. Underage
consumption of alcohol. Student
assisted to his room.

Oct. 2, 4:00 a.m.

Alumnus

injured in fight outside Acland
Apartments.
Oct. 2, 5:27 a.m. Vandalism
broken window at Samuel
Mather.
Oct. 2, 6:57 p.m. Student involved in vehicle accident in Mt.
Vernon.

Oct. 2, 11:32 p.m. Underage
possession of alcoholin Old
Kenyon.
Oct. 3, 1:14

a.m.-Med-

ical

call

regarding student with ankle
injured in fall at Old Kenyon.
College Physician was notified
and will see the student later in
the morning.
Oct. 3, 3:42 a.m. Underage
consumption of alcohol. Student
transported to his room.
Oct. 3, 6:24 p.m.-Dr- ugs
found
behind Fair Hall.'
Oct. 3, 7:34 p.m. Report of
student hitting deer on SR. 229.
Sheriff's Office was notified.
Oct. 5, 12:57 p.m Fire alarm at
Old Kenyon. No smoke or fire was
found. Maintenance will check the
system.

being vetted by faculty committees
and will soon come to Senior Staff'
for final approval.

port, curricular innovation, and many
other desirable items."
New faces, new programs
The College has recently faced
the departure of two administrators,

"Kenyon has organically

Vice President of Development
Kimberlee Klesner and Associate
Provost Rita Kipp, whom Switzer
has replaced for this academic year.
While national searches are underway
to fill those posts, a substantial amount
of vacancies also exist among teaching
faculty. This makes hiring a major task
for the College this year.
Of all members of Senior Staff,
Spaid will be most directly involved in
this effort "At this point" said Spaid.
"It appears that Kenyon will be hiring
a record high number of new tenure
track faculty this year." Searches are
already underway and, while some
time will pass before final candidates
emerge for one post or another, Locke
remarks that there will be plenty of
activity, as decisions regarding faculty
represent the kind of". . . change that
will benefit Kenyon in both the long
and short term" as faculty build both
the
experiences of the
community, and the reputation of the
institution in the future.
As a corollary goal, Spaid says,
is increasing the number of academic
programs within departments. Toward
that end, a push has been underway in
recent years to expand the capabilities
of the Off Campus Studies (OCS) office, as the opportunities offered there
benefit every other department Last
e
assistant was
year a new
hired to increase efficiency. This year,
according to Spaid, the final steps are
underway to inaugurate a new
off campus studies program
in Italy, offering programs from the
Art History and Modem Language
and Literature departments.
"Kenyon enjoys the benefits of
running two very successful off campus study programs, one in English at
Exeter University in Great Britain and
one in archeology in rund Honduras"
explained Spaid. "Building on our success ... the Italian proposal is now
day-to-d-

that the new OCS programs are
part of a developing goal to "pull
together a focus" for these curricula
and strengthening ties to Kenyon 's

"international community" which
Nugent said includes exchange students, academic contacts and alumni,
as well as students abroad.

Admissions rethought
A final goal on everyone's mind

Ken-yon-r-

un

this year will be how to streamline
the process of admitting
and
new students. The consensus among
staff appears to be that with Kenyon 's
increasing number of applicants and
increasing selectivity need to come
new guidelines for when to open and
when to keep shut the various gates
that lead to the College.
When the Collegian spoke with
Dean of Admissions Jennifer Britz
earlier this year, she indicated that any
reform or "tweaking" process would
focus "first and foremost ... on Early
Decision criteria." According to the
Office of Admissions, applications
for Early Decision admissions went
up dramatically this year, which
suggests more students may be using the option as a bargaining tactic
than for its intended purpose, which
is, according to Britz, "to single out
those applicants absolutely dedicated
re-mas- ter

ay

full-tim-

de-

veloped ... a very robust program of
languages, and International Studies
courses" said Nugent She indicated

'

... to making Kenyon their first
choice." Larger schools such as Yale
and Princeton have already begun to
reform their early decision programs
due to similar perceived abuses according to Britz, who said the problem
has now "trickled down" to Kenyon.
Britz was unable to be reached
for updates prior to publication, but

dependent data consultant to analyze
the records and statistics of the Office
of Admissions over the past several
years, and recommend techniques for
better predicting retention numbers,
and better controlling the number and
overall quality of applicants admitted.
No firm changes have been decided
upon, but indications are the class of
2009 could face a steeper climb than
their predecessors.
As the year continues and these
challenges take shape, Senior Staff
will work to keep the overall focus
on, as Nugent puts it "fundamentally
. . . putting Kenyon in a stronger place
at the end of each term."
One indicator of progress will
be how well Kenyon 's housing overflow is controlled. For instance she
said, it's no secret that overpopulation
in the younger classes is a problem,
and "something Senior Staff will be
discussing in the months to come."
That trends like this are so
is one of the reasons for the
very open agenda kept by these
senior administrators. At times, that
multi-facet-

very openness leads to confusion
regarding the office's role.
"It's happened a few times, hasn't
it?" Nugent mused, citing a handful of
incidents in the last few years where
students have lobbied her office in
surprising ways. Students have forwarded allstu
to her office,
asking for remedies to things from a
deluge of parking tickets to Kenyon
not seeming sufficiently intellectual,
or artistic. Nugent says most cases like
this get referred down to other Kenyon
offices, though each one reminds her
there's only so much that can be done
from the very top level.
"I want to be accessible" said
Nugent "and I want our work to be
open ... on the other hand, I'm not
really the most effective person to talk
to about every single issue."
e-m- ails

Nugent indicated that admissions
criteria will be "a conversation" that
continues throughout the year.
According to Nugent the College has contracted Jim Day, an in

Editor s note: The names and
of the members of Senior Staff
are available at www.kenvon.edu
titles
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Security and Safety issues timely warnings
BY MEGAN SHIPLEY
Staff Reporter

The Office of Security and Safety issued two safety alerts to Kenyon
students via email this week. The
first one, sent out last Friday morning, gave notice of a "possible sexual
assault" at the Pizza Hut apartments.
Dan Werner, Director of Security
and Safety, said that a date-rap- e
drug
may have been a factor in the alleged
assault. He added that there does not
appeal- to be a continuing threat to
the Kenyon community. The Knox
County Sheriff's office, which is
investigating the case, said more detailed information cannot be disclosed
because the incident involved minors.
The second safety alert, which
-

ed

was sent Saturday evening, warned
students about repeated sightings of
a suspicious man on campus. The
individual was described by officers
as a male of average height in his
mid-30- s
with dark skin, dark hair
and a mustache.
Werner said that the man had
been spotted several times in the

past two weeks and that he was
considered "suspicious" because
he ran away from officers who tried
to approach him. "1 le's is probably
not dangerous, but if he's not going
to talk to us he doesn't need to be
here," said Werner. "The College
is private property." Security and

Safety Officers have increased
patrols in the areas where tlie man
has been seen most often, behind
'

U:i

i

Hk-

Peirce Hall and near Bio Road.
Werner said that the two
incidents were unrelated and
that it is unusual to have two
security alerts so close together.
Tlie Security and Safety Office
is required by law to give students

"timely warnings" about campus
security issues because of the
Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus
Crime Statistics Act, said Werner.

"In the warnings, we also
wanted to take the opportunity to
remind students about the basic
safety guidelines in the student
handbook," Werner added. "Don't
accept drinks mat are open, don't
leave your drink unattended, don't
walk alone at night."

-

Due to staff error, the article "Internet plagiarism on the rise at Kenyon" in the September 30, 2004
issue, represented Associate Provost Sarah Murnen as saying the copying of another student's work is
the most common form of plagiarism at Kenyon. In fact, she indicated that
this kind of plagiarism is the
least common.
The Collegian apologizes for any confusion resulting from this error.

Thursday, October7, 2004

NEWS

The Kenyon Collegian

3

Food Deviants inhabit newest College house
Fledgling student group acquires
housing,
hopes to raise profile of vegetarians at Kenyon

special-intere- st

Barbuto mentioned the possibility for Food Deviants to
become a program house, such
as Hillel. Program houses, said
Barbuto, receive some funding
from the College, which could
be a major factor in the success
of the house.
Residents have mixed feelings about this idea. "We want
the house to be open to the
public, but we don't necessar-

BY EMILY KLIEVER

Staff Reporter
WW

Four student members of
the Food Deviants, a student
organization for vegetarians,
have this year acquired
housing in Murnen

Vj.

special--

interest

House on Meadow Lane.

The

students hope that with their
own house, they can provide
quality vegetarian food choices
and spread awareness of a vegetarian lifestyle to the entire
college community.
"We applied for special-interehousing because we
wanted the organization to be
a close-knthing," said sophomore Katie McGuire, a resident
of the house.
Sophomores Sara Burns
and Dan Rymer worked to form
Food Deviants organization
last year. The group's mission
statement is "to try to get better food for vegans and vegetarians, whether by working with
the dining hall or by cooking it
ourselves," said Burns.
When special interest
housing assignments were first
made last year, the Food Deviants were given two suites in
Caples Residence, where some
vegetarians still live. Although
Caples has an adequate kitchen,
some students were concerned
with the common use of the
cooking utensils. "We want to
make sure we don't use pots and
pans that had meat in them,"
said McGuire.
.To solve the dilemma,
Murnen House was purchased
by the College along with several other houses on Meadow
Lane, said Dean of Residential
Life George Barbuto. "We use
what residential space we

J'i - r Ml' '
.......

A

'

i

(

I

i...

"

ily want it to be as open as Hillel because we're living there,"

i

i:

st

it

Steve Klise

The Food Deviants, a student vegetarian organization, recently acquired housing in the Murnen House on
Meadow Lane. The residents hope to hold vegetarian dinners and other community events.

named because it was purchased
by the College from Associate

have first," Barbuto said.
"Over the last couple of years,
we've had to use some other
space, like Murnen House."
Residents of the house are
satisfied with their new living
arrangements. "The house is
ideal," said McGuire. "It's got

veggie house needs a budget,
especially if we're going to be
more involved with the community," Wimer said. "The Business and Finance Committee
doesn't provide for food, and
we have to work with that."

so many rooms and a

that no one in

Provost Sarah Murnen. "The
College offered to buy our
house at more than its appraised
value because of the building of
the FRA Fitness, Recreation,
and Athletic Center," said
Murnen. "They offered to buy
the houses of everyone on that
end of Meadow Lane because
they felt the quality of life there
was going to get worse with the
large building being built."
The Murnen House is very
much an experiment for Residential Life. "What they did
with us and this house is something they've never really done
before," said Burns. "We're a

brand-ne-

w

kitchen."
Making the house comfortable and cooking their own food
at the same time has been difficult for the students, however,
because the Food Deviants do
not have a budget for food or
other items. While the College
provided basic furniture, similar to that provided for dorms,
sophomore Paul Wimer said
that they had to "scavenge for
things like sofas."
Because the Food Deviants
have had to buy most of their
own household items, they have
not been able to cook as much
as they would like. "I think the

However, Barbuto said
special-intere-

st

housing gets "special
consideration."
House residents remain on
the Kenyon meal plan and spend
their own money on vegetarian
meals. "It seems a little ridiculous to give a house to vegetarians, but it's more ridiculous to
give them a house and not let
them off the meal plan," said
McGuire. She added that she
sometimes feels "guilty" when
cooking her own meals because
she is still paying for dining hall
meals. However, Burns said that
letting them off the meal plan
would be a "breach of contract
with Aramark the company
that provides College dining

services."

Separate Libraries to Curb Battle of the Sexes
October 6, 1966
In 1966, the college was making plans for the new "girls' college"
(to quote the article) which was to be set up near by. The colleges
would certainly share resources, but there was a question as to
whether Chalmers should be expanded or a new library built at the
new college. Dean Bruce Haywood liked the idea of a separate
to the
women's library, as well as having the two libraries
opposite sex during the evening. Said Haywood: "Two people who
are sexually interested in each other cannot study together well,"
and later in the article: "We will be making an effort to keep the
library pure."
off-limi- ts

Fifth Fire on Campus Draws Caples Response
October 10, 1974
of Kenyon College William G. Caples addressed
the school through the Collegian on this date after a fire destroyed a
barn storing College equipment. The fire took over two and a half
hours to put out. It was also the fifth fire in three weeks, most of
the rest being small "trash fires." Arson was suspected in four of the
fires, including the one that cost the barn.
Then-Preside-

nt

Joyriders Damage Farmer's Cornfield
October 14, 1982
a
in
jeep cut huge swaths in the ripening cornFive Kenyon students
The driver had been drinking, but it
Engle.
Charles
farmer
fields of
was only "four beers - no heavy drinking," according to him. "At
the time I'm thinking, "This is fun, I'm hitting corn.'" The wanton
ended when the jeep hit a tree. Farmer Engle said
that he would not press charges, according to the driver.

corn-destructi-

on

said McGuire. Burns worried
about what would change. "I
feel like if we did turn into a
program house, what we're trying to accomplish might get a
little shifted," she said.
The Murnen House is so

McGuire said they have the
opportunity to work with Aramark to make the dining halls
more conducive to vegetarians' needs. Burns added that
the group is trying to change
the way the budget committee
views them, and she hopes that
they can earn money for food
through fundraising. "The more
we learn about how we're going
to buy our food, the more we'll
be able to open it to the entire
campus," said Burns.
"There are good reasons for
being on the meal plan," said
Professor of Sociology How

ard Sacks, the Food Deviants'
faculty advisor. "Part of what
makes this a residential college
is having common experiences,
and meals are a common expe-

rience."
According to Niles Gebele,
General Manager at Aramark,
the Food Deviants approached
Aramark at the beginning of the
year to discuss these issues, but
after that initial meeting "they
never came back." Gebele
added that Aramark let the
students know the company
was interested in working with
them.

"This is something that
goes on every year," said Food
Service Director John Darmstadt. "As soon as we suggest
that the students get involved,
there's a signal that they don't
want to do it anymore." He said
that although "some menus are
more suited to vegetarians than
others," there are always vegetarian options available, including stir fry and hummus.
The residents of the Murnen
House, all vegetarians, sometimes host vegetarian dinners
and are looking to work with
other college groups. Burns
said that last year the group had
"one big dinner," and another
dinner was held this September.
McGuire mentioned the possibility of working with Kenyon
After Dark to have a vegetarian
cookout. Burns added that they
are trying to work with local
organic farms, as well as with
REEL to promote composting.
"We want to integrate everyone,
not just vegetarians," she said.

student-founde-

student-ru- n

d,

organization." The students
also gained permission to be a
d
house, which Barbuto said
is new for the College in terms

co-e-

housing.
The students question
whether their occupation of the
house has had any effect on the
recent housing crunch. "They
thought it would be good to
give us the house because
there's a housing crisis and not
enough room," said McGuire.
"It was kind of easy to get the
house, but since then it's been
a little bit of an issue to get what
we deserve."
Overall, however, the residents are glad to have a house.
"We're all just really grateful
that we have the house, and
it's a way for the College to accommodate its students," said
Wimer. "Right now, we have
to establish ourselves here to
ensure a better program in the
future."
of
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Peoples Bank unveils electronic banking system
BY MICHAEL ZABEK

Staff Reporter

The Peoples Bank of Gambier
has begun the fall by opening a record 833 student checking accounts
with the help of an upgraded Windo-

computer
database.
According to Peoples Bank
Chief Operating Officer Randy
Kennedy, the "massive technological change" occurred on August 2
and cost in excess of $100,000,
requiring training for all employees. However, Kennedy said, the
transition went smoothly, and the
new system "creates foundation
blocks for the future" of banking
services.
Peoples Bank has also lost
three old faces and gained two
new ones. Margaret Hoagle, a
teller for 35 years, retired, and
Alicia Freeman, previously a bank
branch manager in Columbus, has
replaced Kellie Viars, who resigned
as Branch Manager. Finally, Annie
ws-based,
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Andrew Kingsley
The Peoples Bank of Gambier recently implemented a $100,000 computer database that enables streamlined creation of new accounts and
upgraded services for customers.

No Mexican restaurant
will occupy Village Inn
BY DAVID MENTA
ScafF

Reporter

Jose Avalos, owner of the
Fiesta Mexicana restaurant in
Mount Vernon, recently abandoned efforts to open a Mexican
restaurant in Gambier because of
difficulties with the building itself
and miscommunications with the
building's owner, Mary Ellen Shaffer of Blacksburg, Va. Avalos had
been trying to convert the former
Village Inn, which went out of business last year, into a restaurant.
"We were paying rent and
everything," said Fiesta Mexicana
Manager Irene Rivera. "But not
anymore. It needed a lot of remodeling."
Avalos had purchased a year- -

long contract for the building and
at one point had even hired an architect, but communications broke
down between Avalos and Shaffer.
According to Avalos, he continued
paying rent for a year while they
waited for Shaffer to have repairs
made. At the end of the year, with
the repairs still unfinished, Avalos
simply stopped paying. Shaffer was
unavailable for comment.
Fiesta Mexicana is still interested in opening a restaurant in
Gambier, but they are doubtful that
they can find a suitable location.
"I really would love to open
that restaurant because I love
Gambier," said Rivera. "I know the
people and I know the school. . .We
really were hoping to open in that
area. But where?"

in-hou- se

Homestead, from Bank One, has re
placed Laura Keys as Bookkeeper,
who retired after 28 years.
With the new software, the
bank has instituted a telephone
banking system, enabling customers to phone in to check their balances or make transfers and other
transactions. The software also
supports Internet banking, but Kennedy said the bank "doesn't have
the resources to bite off too many
major projects all at one time."
Peoples Bank of Gambier has
an asset pool of around $40 million,
a figure that has been growing over
the past four years. Nonetheless,
the bank remains the seventeenth
smallest in Ohio.
"A bank of 40 million dollars these days probably should
be outsourcing their entire Electronic Data Processing process,"
said Craig Lantagne, Vice President
of Operations at Passumpsic Savings Bank, a slightly larger bank in
Vermont.

economical to outsource to an outside provider. By doing so, a bank
can provide more services, but they
cannot individualize or effectively
control the services. He says it is a
tradeoff between independence and
profitability.
Peoples Bank, however, has
chosen to take an independent
path, which, Kennedy said, should
enable it to "hold the line on cost."
The new system allows bank managers to monitor profitability of
customers and monitor loans and
deposit accounts, ensuring better
and quicker service. It also keeps
an image in its database of every
check Peoples Bank processes,
thereby eliminating unnecessary
searching for old checks.
Fall traffic has been heavy on
the system, with 87 student savings
accounts in addition to the record
833 student checking accounts as
of Sep. 9. However, Kennedy said
the system has handled the load
without any reported problems.

Lantagne says it is often more

Gund: Exercise machines nixed
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A private design company has been hired to redecorate the Gund Residence Hall lounge in a retro style. The
lounge's old exercise machines have been scrapped because of their age and poor quality.
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"The maintenance of the equipment
in there was a real issue," said
"There were treadmills with
all the electronics gone." Normally,
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Kevin Guckes
Plans to open a Mexican restaurant in the former Village Inn fell
through because of miscommunications between Jose Avalos, owner of
Fiesta Mexicana in Mount Vernon, and the building's owner.

maintain their machines. However,
the equipment in Gund was so
outdated that there were no regular
company workers to be called for
repairs. "The better use for that
space was to return it to its original
intention... a space for students to
study and meet," said Barbuto.
Some students expressed
doubt about the lounge's redesign.

"There's a TV right there," said
freshman Nathaniel Arlington
Pond. "It sort of negates the whole
study atmosphere." However, a new
partitioning wall that separates the
study from the recreational areas
would prevent this problem.

Freshman Liesel Schmidt remarked that the size of the room,
coupled with the televisions on opposite ends, make for an
atmosphere. "I would like to have
a gym right across the street from
me," she said.
With the FRA nearing completion, however, Barbuto did not
anti-soci- al

expect anyone to use the outdated
equipment in the exercise area.
"To have a satellite, while it's
convenient for some people, it
doesn't make any sense, because
where's the money coming from
to maintain that equipment?" said
Barbuto. "Using the space as a
satellite gymnasium was not a real
effective use."
Though the redesign project
requires $30,000 up front, Barbuto
said that tables and chairs will not
need the same level of costly special maintenance that the workout
machines required.

Student council discusses sophomores in division
BY ANDY CLAUTICE

Staff Reporter

"Active members and independent sophomores who lived
in andor signed into division
housing ... during any portion
of their sophomore year will lose
two points in the next
housing lottery they enter," said
a proposal presented to Student
Council by Housing and Grounds
all-camp-

us

chair Steve Hands '06 last week.
The proposal, which was
unanimously approved by the
Housing and Grounds committee
at their meeting last week, would
not only modify the division housing rules, but would also require
division rooms to be filled in such
a way as to minimize or eliminate
the need for independent students
to fill rooms. Hands said this
would free up more rooms for in

dependent students in the lottery.
However, Senate
Meredith Farmer '05 expressed
concern about the proposal. She
said the proposed change would
make Kenyon 's division housing
policy very similar to the policy it
had previously, which was eventually overturned.
"The exact same proposal
went through in 1991," Farmer
said. "I think we need to look at
Co-Cha- ir

attacking this in a different way."
Farmer proposed an alternate rule
change that would require sophomores in division housing to live in
division again in either their junior
or senior years, instead of simply
subtracting lottery points.
Junior Class President George
Williams and Sophomore Class
President Nclie Zanca expressed
opposition to this idea, questioning
how such a rule would affect stu

dents who go abroad for their junior year. Farmer said there could
be an appeals process for students
with special circumstances.

Student Council President
Nick Xenakis '05 asked Hands
to have the Housing and Grounds
committee draw up an alternate
proposal for Council members
to consider next meeting, in addition to the proposal already
presented.
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In sharp contrast to the somber,
ringing tone of the September 30
Presidential debate, Tuesday's Vice

V
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courtesy of CBC News

Presidential candidates John Kerry and George Bush shake hands before facing each other
for a debate at Miami University on September 30.

Policy vs. Morality:
JOHN ELLIOTT
Professor of Political Science
The first Presidential debate
stood out from the rest of this year's
Presidential campaigns for the sheer

volume of policy argument from
President Bush and Senator Kerry.
There were some of the typical campaign excesses, lack of realism, and
personal jabs, but it was very easy for
the average voter to learn a great deal
about two conflicting approaches to
foreign policy and two very different assessments of President Bush's
performance as a foreign policy President. This devotion to substance was
almost startling in a campaign devoted
to avoiding substance or to turning
substance into issues of morality or
character.
It was very easy last Thursday
night to hear very strong echoes of the
foreign policy debates of the 1970s
and 1980s. In this very different era
Republicans and Democrats continue
to champion the same approaches to
foreign policy that they developed in
the aftermath of Vietnam. However,
neither party or candidate readily acknowledges that they are part of such
a policy debate. As part of an effort to
appeal to voters they regard as untutored in foreign policy and in an effort
to appeal to the centrist swing voters
they need, each party presents itself
not as one side in a debate, but as the
only rational or moral choice.
President Bush and the Repub--

licans interpret Senator Kerry's
foreign policy stance as the result of
personal weakness and political calculation. They apply the
label especially to his foreign policy.
Senator Kerry took one approach
to foreign policy before the rise of
Howard Dean, another when Dean became more popular, and yet another
image is
one now. The
added to a variety of other charges
flip-flopp-

er

which all add up to weakness; he's too
weak to stand up to the terrorists, too
weak to stand up to the Europeans, too
weak to serve as commander-in-chieVoters should reject Kerry not if they
disagree with his approach to foreign
policy, but if they want a President
who is willing to stand up for our
national security.
Senator Kerry and the Democrats
similarly seek to avoid a policy argument with President Bush in which
they champion an alternative approach
to foreign policy in contrast with the
policy. Instead, their major theme is that Bush
lies and is arrogantly out of touch
with reality. Instead of seeking to
argue that he is weak, they argue that
he is immoral. Rather than engaging
in a serious debate about the wisdom
or prudence in going to war, which
would presumably require offering an
alternative approach, they assert he
lied us into war. Rather than engaging in a serious debate about what to
do now in Iraq, they prefer to assert
he has no policy because he refuses to
face reality or lies about it.
The debate was not really a good
debate, especially because of President Bush's failure to present a coherent defense of his own policies.
Nonetheless, it was the highlight of
the campaign, the closest we have
come to substance. Senator Kerry
made serious arguments on behalf
of an alternative foreign policy and
some serious criticisms of Bush's performance in office. President Bush
responded with some of the typical
attacks on weakness and wavering, but
also with much more substance, much
more of a defense of policy than he
or his ads normally present. It was a
good occasion to remember, despite
their flaws, why we force the candidates to participate in these debates.
Editor's Note: John Elliott is an
advisor to the Collegian.
f.

Bush-Powell-Rumsf-

eld

Presidential debate often looked like
a clash between two high school debaters who had been programmed to
hit first, hit hard, and hit often, while
not bothering to play defense. Sitting
at a circular table a mere three feet
apart, Senator John Edwards and Vice
President Dick Cheney engaged in a
slugfest of stump statements, flashy
rhetoric, and sweeping generalizations
that made for interesting television.
The story of the night was supposed
to be the Tigger-lik- e
Edwards, bright-eye- d
and optimistic, contrasting with
Cheney,
the Yoda-lik- e
and wise. Yet somewhere between
the introductions and the first question
on Iraq, conventional wisdom disappeared as both candidates transformed
into political attack dogs.
John Edwards, the sweet golden-bo- y
of the Democratic campaign, was
clearly
swinging at everything Dick Cheney had ever said
or thought. Edwards seemed to have
been saving every courtroom assault
tactic he knew for the first and only
televised debate of his life, and his
aggressiveness was a constant theme
charm
of the debate. The
was still there, but it was being channeled into driving home the message
that John Kerry had so successfully
delivered on September 30 about the
all-knowi-

Poli Sci professor examines presidential debate

er

job than Edwards, pitching Game Two
with his team in an
hole. Often
stubridiculed for an
bornness and his ruthless demeanor,
Cheney reigned in his tendencies for
the outlandish ("terrorists could attack
if the election goes the 'wrong way'")
and attempted to appear more Professor Dumbledore than Lord Voldemort.
Cheney showed himself to be intelligent, responding to questions about his
record in Congress with stinging
that put Mr. Edward's own
voting record under scrutiny. He also
stood resolute in the face of the accusations regarding his time with and
favors to, Halliburton. Cheney kept the
debate focused on the President and
Senator Kerry, allowing him to hammer home-thline that only President
Bush could offer the stalwart leadership in the face of adversity; a trait
that the post-91- 1
world requires.
Crucially, Cheney's handling of
gay marriage was clear and straightforward. It was strategically
to dilute the image of a figurehead President, and enhance his own
image as a loyal VP. Cheney was also
able to highlight the Administration's
ambition, using examples such as prescription drugs and pointing out that
"The Democrats promised prescription
drug benefits. They never got it done.
The President got it done."
In short, Cheney was able to avoid
his weaknesses for much of the debate while highlighting the President's
strengths. If Bush can avoid being
pinned on domestic questions as well
as Cheney did, he should be able to
consolidate his support.
Both candidates made use of broad
generalizations and misleading statistics for most of the night. Their "cost
"estimates" for the Iraq war varied
wildly, and the truth about what has
been spent is somewhere in the middle.
There was lots of showmanship in this
clash, but as closer examinations begin to trickle out over the next several days, most of what Edwards and
Cheney said will be revealed to be the
out-of-tou-
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out-of-tou-
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incompetence of the

Bush Administration. This tactic was
intelligent, because it will continue to
relieve concerns that Kerry and Edwards are too hesitant to lead America
against terrorists.
The highlight of Edward's night
was his closing statement, which
sounded and felt like the ending of
an episode of Law and Order. It was
Edwards in his personal zone, but you
could tell he felt hamstrung by the
format of the evening. Had he been
allowed to move around, feel the audience, and use his charismatic stage
presence, the debate might have been
no contest. Edwards did, however,
do some critical scouting of the Bush
team that should benefit Kerry. He
jabbed repeatedly on domestic issues,
and while Cheney was wise enough to
avoid most of the blows, the stage has
been set for Kerry to build upon the
d
prohistory of lost jobs,
grams, and misplaced priorities that
Edwards made sure to lay at the feet of
the Republican incumbents. Edwards
also gave Kerry a look at how the
Bush team will answer these attacks.
If Kerry can capitalize on this insight
and continue to attack the record of
the Bush administration, the inroads
made after the first two debates could
solidify and expand.
Dick Cheney was left with a harder
under-funde-

-0

ch

counter-a-

ttacks

e

well-design-

hyperbole a

well-educat-

ed

ed

watcher

could sense as the debate went on.
Neither side decisively scored a
knock-ou- t
blow Tuesday night, preferring to stick with tested "stump"
lines regarding terrorism, Iraq, and the
economy. The key to the debate may
become Edward's perceptive attacks
on the domestic agenda that Cheney
dismissed or glossed over, leaving
John Kerry a springboard for Friday
from which to begin his own assault
on the President.
If Kerry continues
to take the fight to the
administration and is successful,
Edward's work on Tuesday will have
been the groundwork for that success.
Editor's Note: John Lesjack '05
is the current President of the Kenyon
Debating Society and the Treasurer for
Student Council.
Bush-Chene- y
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Battleground state of Ohio key in 2004 election
BY CHARLOTTE NUGENT
News Editor

Bush strongholds

"Ohio figures very prominently in the
various scenarios by which Bush or Kerry
could be elected president," said Professor
of Political Science John Green of the University of Akron. "There are really not that
many states that could make a difference in
the outcome of the presidential election, and
because Ohio is a large state. . .it's likely to be
very important."
As the final month of the presidential
election kicks into gear, the state of Ohio has
been the focus of a flurry of campaign visits
from Bush and Kerry alike and the target of
massive voter registration drives by both the
Democratic and Republican parties. Why all
the fuss about a Midwestern state that often
seems ordinary?
Ohio is a battleground, or "swing" state,
because the political loyalties of Ohioans are
evenly divided between both major parties.
Combine this division with the fact that Ohio
has 20 electoral votes, among battleground
states second only to Florida's 27, and Ohio
becomes crucial to the presidential aspirations
of both Bush and Kerry.
"What creates swing states is diversity,
and Ohio is very much a microcosm of the
nation as a whole," said Green. "Ohio has
large cities, it has suburban areas, it has rural
areas, it has religious minorities, it has every
different kind of industry," said Green. "The
only place where it's really not a good picture of the country as a whole is the Hispanic
population, which is a little bit lower in Ohio.
What happens when a lot of social diversity
ends up within particular boundaries is that

the election becomes competitive, because
each side has a strong set of voters that it can
reach to."
According to a series of articles in the
Cleveland Plain Dealer, there are actually
"five Ohios" when statewide voting patterns
are analyzed: the heavily Democratic and
industrialized northeast (including Cleveland
and Youngstown), the pastoral and morally
conservative northwest, the
central region (including Columbus, its suburbs,
and Knox County), the rural foothills of
in the southeast, and the conservative
southwest (including Cincinnati).
A variety of historical, cultural, and geographic factors have created Ohio's diversity
and therefore its battleground state label. "Cincinnati's more of a German city, and
lean more Republican, so there are
historical reasons why Cincinnati is a more
Republican city," said Professor of Political
Science John Elliott. "Cincinnati has a significant black population now, but not as large of a
black population as Cleveland does, and that's
another reason why it's less Democratic than
cities that have large minority populations.
In the Appalachian part of Ohio, it's been
territory, and so you have rural
areas that actually are unionized and more
Democratic, so that's an unusual group that
shifts politics a little bit."
Pleasing all of these different Ohioans
will be a tall order for both Bush and Kerry,
but they are each eager to fill it. Both candidates covet Ohio's large number of electoral
votes and seek to win a state that has voted
with the winner in every presidential election
since 1964. Additionally, "no Republican
president has ever won the presidential race
without winning Ohio, so Ohio is probably
more important to Bush than it is to Kerry,"
said Professor of Political Science Emmett
Buell of Denison University.
But not so fast. "Kerry thinks that because
Ohio's economy has been somewhat worse
fast-growi-
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A map of current electoral vote predictions, based on recent polls. Swing states, marked in grey, will play a major role in the election.
than average, this is the biggest state that Bush
won in 2000, by a 3.5 percent margin that he
could possibly carry," said Elliott. Because of
changes in the number of electoral votes each
state is allowed according to the census, "the
Democrats know that even if they carry every
state that Al Gore carried, they'd still lose the
election," said Professor of Political Science
Herb Asher of Ohio State University. "So they
have to pick up something, and certainly one
part of opportunity they're looking at is Ohio.
We are going through some very wrenching

economic transformations."
Although similar numbers of Ohioans are
loyal to each major party, it is not they who
will decide the outcome of such a close election: that dubious honor goes to undecided or
"swing" voters, and it is this constituency that
both presidential candidates hope to sway on
their frequent visits to Ohio.
"The interest is always in the swing voters
in the swing states," said Elliott. "It is not
that Ohio has any more undecided voters
than anyplace else; it's just that, in Ohio,
those undecided voters will decide which
side wins Ohio. The presidential candidates
know that their visits to a state are going to
have no impact on 80 percent of the voters in
the state; they each know that the vast majority
of voters are committed to one side or the
other. By spending more on advertising in the
swing states and traveling more in the swing
states, the candidates are hoping to... push
one or two more percent of voters in their
direction."
Green contends that there are three different kinds of undecided voters. "There are
people who actually have very strong views,
but the political parties don't match their views
very well," said Green. "And a lot of those
people split their tickets. Then there's another
group of swing voters that are just not very
interested; they're not very well informed,
they tune in late. A third group ... are very
strategic in their voting. Many times they're
willing to change their minds in the course of
a campaign because they think it will benefit

them."
Not all political scientists agree on this
categorization, however. "The categories
make sense," said Buell. "But I think a
... genuine conception of a swing voter is
someone who is genuinely conflicted. There
is a possibility that you have these rationally
calculating utilitarians out there who want to

has fewer Hispanics than the national average
(1.9 percent of the population to the national
1 2.5 percent), "the number is increasing," said
Buell. "They come from different places, and
the nationalities figure into these. Some immigrants who are very recent are certainly
kinds of appeals
susceptible to family-value- s
- they're not supporters of partial-birt- h abortion, and many of them are deeply religious
and rather conservative in their outlooks."
Other research on undecided voters
may give Democrats some hope. "There are
always a number of those people that hold out
until the very end, and they tend to go for the
challenger," said Buell. And it has been found
that "many undecided voters lean toward
Democratic domestic policy," said Elliott
And so the presidential candidates
continue to feverishly court the elusive
undecided voter in Ohio. "John Kerry goes
through Mount Vemon and no presidential
candidate has been here ever before, and I
don't believe he thinks he's going to swing
more than 50 votes in Mount Vernon," said
Elliott. "In one sense that's trivial, but if he
swings a few hundred here and a few hundred there and all of a sudden it starts adding
up. All he needs to do is win Ohio by one
vote."

make a strategic choice, but I suspect that's
a pretty small category of people."
In this election, however, truly undecided
voters are few and far between. "Because the
campaign began early and politics are very
polarized, there are fewer swing voters than
there used to be," said Green. "If you look
at the typical opinion poll, only four to six
percent of people say they're undecided, and
there may be as many as 20 percent who are
persuadable, which is very unusual at this
point in the election. It would be not at all
uncommon to have 20 percent undecided at
this point in the campaign and perhaps as many
as a third who are persuadable."
In addition to the difficulty presented by
tracking these small numbers of undecided
voters down, detecting the issues undecided
voters are swayed by is an inexact science.
According to Buell, three demographic groups
that contain many undecided voters are suburban women, Catholics, and Hispanics. "At
least up until this debate, the Kerry campaign
was getting some very bad news because that
group of suburban women who are very concerned about terrorism and national security in
the sense of keeping the homeland safe were
moving towards Bush," said Buell. "Catholics
are split ... on abortion." And although Ohio
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Campaign strategies in Ohio analyzed, explained
BY WILLOW BELDEN

Senior News Editor

"The old wisdom in campaigns is two
thirds of all the money you spend is wasted,
but nobody knows which two thirds," said
Professor of Political Science John Elliott.
"This is a piece of folk wisdom from 30
years ago. Nowadays I suspect it's 75 or
80 wasted, but nobody knows which 75
or 80."
As a result, both presidential can-

didates have been sinking significant
amounts of money and time into a variety of
campaign efforts, such as advertisements,
debates, and frequent visits, especially in
swing states like Ohio.
According to Assistant Professor of
Political Science Pamela Camerra-Roweach candidate has a solid base of voters
that makes up about 40 of the electorate.
But in order to win, a candidate must attract
a substantial portion of the remaining electorate as well. The candidates are "battling
for those voters who are less persuaded,"
"or who don't have
said Camerra-Rowas strong an attachment to cither party, or
who are sort of soft supporters. ... In order
to win, you have to attract the swing voters,
and you have to ensure turnout from the
base."
This task, however, must be carried out
in different ways by each party. "What each
party tries to do, besides playing to their
strength, is they try to minimize their weakness," said Elliott. "One of the key things
that has underlay politics in America for
decades is that by and large Democratic
domestic policy is more popular than Republican domestic policy, and Republican
foreign policy is more popular than Democratic foreign policy. So Democrats talk
more about domestic stuff, and Republicans
talk more about foreign policy."
However, according to Camerra-Row"this election is somewhat different than
most elections, in part because it's a post-9- 1
1 election, and national security issues
are viewed by many voters as the most
important issue."
Because national security is considered
by many to be the most important issue,
Kerry has been forced to place more emphasis on this issue than he might otherwise
have done.
"Kerry has to make national security
a major focus of his campaign," said Camerra-Rowe.
"And it takes attention away
from his domestic policy issues, which
provide perhaps more of a difference with
the Republicans and may also be his stronger suit. ... So in some ways, this election
is playing to Bush's strengths and to the
Repubicans' strength."
Camerfa-Row- e
said most people "associate the Bush administration with strong
national security" and that in order to garner
support, Kerry "has to make his case that
the administration has not carried out the
manner."
war in a
Kerry
According to Camerra-Rowhas few foreign policy options, "now that
we are in Iraq. ... If he becomes president
next year, he can't just pull out of Iraq.
That's not going to be possible, and that's
true with Bush as well. He's also not going to have very much success in terms of
getting much help from other allies."
Therefore, in order to convey their
differences to the voters, Camerra-Row- e
said both candidates need to focus on the
planning of the war - "one, whether it was
necessary in the light of the war on terrorism, or whether it is a diversion from the
e,

e,

e,

well-plann-

ed

e,

war on terrorism. But more importantly
for Kerry is to focus on the planning ... for
winning the peace."
While doing so, Camerra-Row- e
said,
Kerry "has to avoid any kind of appearance
because that is an
of being a
image that has been successfully exploited
at the expense of the Kerry campaign."
While he may not be able to erase that
image completely, Camerra-Row- e
said he
must refrain from doing anything that might
reinforce that image.
Bush's task regarding foreign policy
is easier than Kerry's, according to Camerra-Rowe.
"Bush already has an image
as a leader in the war on terrorism," she
explained, "and he's not going to change
peoples' minds a whole lot through these
debates. So for Bush, I think the key is
reinforcing the message that he will remain
strong on national security, that he is principled and tries to stay the course."
Though national security is perhaps
the most important issue for the majority of voters in this election, it is by no
means the only important one. According
because Ohio is "an
to Camerra-Rowindustrialmanufacturing state and has
lost many industrialmanufacturing jobs,
the economy is also an important issue."
This is 'particularly the case, she said, in
areas of the state that have experienced
extreme numbers of job losses, such as
Youngstown, Akron and the surrounding
areas. In many of these areas, Camerra-Row- e
said, voters view the economy as
the most important issue.
flip-flopp-
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Therefore, when visiting Ohio,
Kerry and Edwards should harp on the
subject of job loss under the Bush administration and strongly promote "their
plans for job creation, their views on
trade issues, their views on health care,"
Camerra-Row- e
said.
Michael Klein, a volunteer for the
Kerry campaign at the Democratic headquarters in Mount Vernon, said he thinks
health care is also a major issue for a lot of
Ohioans at the moment.
Issues and platforms aside, both candidates are following certain campaign
strategies in Ohio and other swing states,
which they hope will both motivate their
support bases to vote and win the support
of the swing voters.
Visits to swing states
Both candidates have made frequent
trips to Ohio, which, according to Elliott,
are meant "to rally the base and get en-

thusiasm."
Kerry and Edwards spend more time
in the industrial and manufacturing

cen-

ters of northeast Ohio, where their bases
are strong, while Bush concentrates on
urban and suburban areas that are more
republican.
In addition to motivating their bases,
both candidates are trying to appeal to
swing voters. Therefore, many areas
of Ohio have received visits from both
candidates. Urban centers like Columbus, Cleveland and Cinicnnati have been
effective destinations for Democrats and
Republicans alike because of their mix of
party affiliations and their dense populations.
"If you want to reach the most voters,
visiting an urban area is a very good use
of your time and ... is a good strategy for
said. Not
both candidates," Camerra-Row- e
only do larger audiences yield more voters,
but "it looks better in the newspapers the
next day when you have a crowd of 10,000

than if you have a crowd of 250."
Why, then, do the candidates make repeated visits to rural areas? Elliott said he
thinks one of the main attractions of coming
to small towns may be the media coverage
candidates gain from it.
"When they're visiting Newark they're
getting TV pictures in Columbus," he explained. "More people will see their visit
to Newark on television than will actually
see them in Newark - including especially
more undecided swing voters."
Professor of Political Science Joseph
Klesner agreed, saying, "it's the local news
coverage that's the most important."
Nonetheless, Elliott pointed out, although a trip such as the one Kerry made
to" Newark may only have won him a few
hundred votes, if a candidate makes six
or seven such stops a day for ten days, he
could gain an extra 30,000 votes. And,
Elliott said, "that might determine the
outcome."
Numbers aside, Camerra-Row- e
said
visits are useful because they provide voters with "a more tangible connection with
the candidate that they might not have had
before."
Kenneth Lane, chair of the Republican
headquarters in Mount Vernon, agreed that
visiting Ohio is an effective way to stir up
support. "It drives home the point that
these candidates are serious about taking
Ohio," he said. "They want our votes, and
they're going to do anything they can to
get them."
"The fact that the candidates are according importance to these places is important to the people themselves," Klesner
said. Moreover, he said, "it probably does
raise awareness of stakes and should likely
increase turnout considerably."
Klein agreed, saying he thinks visits
"energize people in a way that nothing
else can." He said Kerry's visit last month
spawned a wave of support for the Democrats in Knox County.

people watch an average of three and a
half hours of television a day, you could
certainly make the argument that these
ads, for some parts of the electorate, do
make a difference." Moreover, she said,
for voters who have partisan leanings but
are not completely convinced, ads can often tip the balance. "Ads can really make
a difference in terms of creating images
for candidates, because they're short and
they focus on one or maybe two character
traits or one issue."

.

Debates
Elliott noted that the debates thus far
have had large audiences consisting partly
of "lots and lots of undecided voters or soft
supporters. ... The debate is very likely to
have swung some swing voters."
Klein said he thought the Presidential
debate last week was "a huge win" for the
Democrats. He accorded less importance to
Tuesday's Vice Presidential debate, because
he said fewer swing voters were likely to
have watched it.
Elliott pointed out that even if a debate
only swings three or four percent of the
national electorate, that is "a big hunk of the
swing voters. In terms of trying to reach the
swing voters, the debates are as powerful
and as effective as anything we have - more
effective than 99 of the ads."

Advertisements
"The vast majority of ads," Elliott
said, "have no impact at all." Although
each one is carefully designed and pretested
on small groups of undecided voters, "this
wonderful scientific expertise on the part of
the ad designers is finally not that scientific.
... If medicine was as bad as political advertising consultants, we'd all die younger."
Lane disagreed with Elliott, however,
noting that some of the ads do work. "I
don't think we'd be seeing the ads if the
statistics didn't show that they work," he
said.
Camerra-Row- e
agreed that ads "are
very important. ... If you consider that

Political Merchandise

,

Another campaign tactic that both candidates are following in Ohio is the use of
political merchandise such as bumper stickers and yard signs. Elliott said he does not
think signs or bumper stickers have much
inherent value. But he said they can be
effective if only one side is displaying
them.
"People who are driving around and
seeing only Kerry signs or only Bush signs
might well start having a judgment about
what everybody else around them thinks,"
he said. "People who never talk about
politics ... could well be influenced by
just seeing Kerry signs or just seeing Bush
signs, and saying 'this is what my neighbors
and my community think.'"
Klein agreed that "things like signs
show you that you're not alone."
In addition, Elliott said displaying
signs, bumper stickers, buttons and the
like can help boost morale. He quoted one
Democrat as saying, '"We don't accept that
this is Bush country. ... If we accept that
this is Bush country, it is more likely to be
Bush country.'"

Personality
According to Lane, "most people
vote on image. ... We vote for the image and the ideology that the candidates
espouse."
Elliott said that many undecided voters
are confused about candidates' stances on
by the many
issues and feel
opposing viewpoints with which they are
presented. So they look to a candidate's
personality as a deciding factor.
Moreover, Elliott said, "a lot of citizens are looking for clues that point toward
substance, but the way they get at it is by
judging the candidates as people."
Klesner agreed, noting that Kerry tried
to exploit this tendency during the debate
on Thrusday. "When Kerry and Bush
fist entered," Klesner said, "Kerry made a
point of spending as much time as he could
standing next to President Bush. He's taller,
and he's standing very upright. This is a
very important image to be able to present.
person."
He's a distinguished-lookin- g
In addition to making choices based
on image, Elliott said, "what a lot of voters
want is a president who cares about people
like them" and understands them.
Camerra-Row- e
noted that in the 2000
election, many voters said they voted for
Bush because he was a more likeable
candidate "they would rather sit down to
dinner with George Bush or go have a drink
with George Bush than they would with Al
Gore."
Camerra-Row- e
said she thinks the
many voters in this
for
will
be
true
same
election. Not only may people think Bush
is more likeable, she said, but "there is also
a trust factor. . . . There are groups of voters who think Bush is more trustworthy, in
part because I think Kerry's
image has stuck."
cross-pressur-

ed
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Ohio decides: State elections 2004
Supreme Court Justice

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Thomas Moyer

Nancy Fuerst

Judith Lanzinger

Ellen Connally

-

-

i

Ohio Chief Justice Thomas Moyer is
term. Acrunning for his fourth
cording to his website, Moyer has, since his
election to the office in 1987, "developed a
broad spectrum of programs to ensure the
integrity of the judiciary, and to enhance
access to the courts by all citizens."
Before taking office his first term,
Moyer served as a judge of the Court of
Appeals of Franklin County, as Executive
Assistant to Governor James A. Rhodes, and
for a private law practice in Ohio. He was
the President of the Columbus Bar Association for one year, and President of the Nation
Council of Chief Justices for one year.
Moyer'resides in Columbus and has
lived in Ohio all his life. While candidates
for judicial positions must run on the basis
of personal integrity and past record, not on
specific platforms, Moyer said, "My pledge
to all Ohio citizens, as I have demonstrated
throughout my career, is one of honesty and
fairness."
Jon Porobil
six-ye-

ar

,

"It is important, if not vital, in our

republican system of government that
the voters have a choice in their candidates," said Judge C. Ellen Connally
on her website. "My choice for a theme
for this campaign is simple," she said.
"Impartial consideration of the facts,
fair and equal applications of the law,
and certain justice."
Connally has lived in Cleveland all
her life. From 1980 to 2004 Connally
served as Judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court, but retired this year.
Connally stressed her dedicated involvement in various organizations, such
as her twelve-yea- r
tenure as Secretary
Treasurer of the Northern Ohio Municipal Judges Association, and later as its
president. Her resume also indicates that
she served on the Board of Trustees of the
Ohio Judicial College, and in 1982, she
completed the American Academy of Judicial Education's Certificate program.
Jon Porobil

Supreme Court Justice
Terrence O'Donnell
I'.'MUIM.
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"The judicial system in this state and
country was created to interpret the law,"
said Appellate Judge Judith Ann Lanzinger.
"It is my duty as a judge to ensure that all
are given a level playing field. If elected to
the Supreme Court, I pledge to protect that
duty."
After a legal career spanning nearly
twenty-si- x
years, nineteen of them as a
judge, Lanzinger boasts a wealth of legal
experience. The first of her family to attend college, Lanzinger graduated from
the University of Toledo in 1968, and was
valedictorian of her class at the University
of Toledo College of Law in 1977. She then
began her legal career, working with firms
specializing in environmental law, and employment law and litigation.
Lanzinger began work as a judge in
1985, when she was elected to the Toledo
Municipal Court. She has since worked on
all three levels of the Ohio court system,
serving on the Lucas County Common pleas
court from 1989 to 2003, and on Sixth District Court of Appeals since 2002, where she
has worked on civil and criminal cases.
Sara Brinda

William O'Neill

"

v

"The main things that distinguish judicial
candidates from one another are character,
qualification, and experience," said Justice
Terrence O'Donnell's campaign manager
Angela Snyder.
O'Donnell said that a Supreme Court
Justice should be "balanced, one with no preconceived ideas. The judge needs to be open
and to give respect and a fair shot to everyone
who comes before them."
O'Donnell was appointed to the Ohio
Supreme Court in May 2003 and is hoping to
be reelected this year for a term ending in December 2006. He received his B.A from Kent
State in 1968, majoring in Political Science and
minoring in Industrial Relations. He attended
law school at Cleveland State where he received
his J.D. in 1971. After graduating from Cleveland State he clerked for Justice J.J.P. Corrigan
on the Ohio Supreme Court, and later for Judge
John V. Corrigan and Judge John M. Manos on
the 8th District Court of Appeals.
"O'Donnell spent fourteen years on the
Common Pleas court, eight years on the appellate court, and one and a half years on the
Supreme Court," said Snyder.
Ben Clary

"Money and judges never mix," said Judge
William O'Neill of the eleventh district Court of
Appeals on his campaign website. "Never have
and never will. ... We must stop selling seats on
the Ohio Supreme Court." O'Neill expects to
be dramatically outspent by his opponents in the
race for the Supreme Court seat, but he remains
optimistic, saying he prefers running on his experience and record, not on how much money
he has.
In 1 969 O'Neill received a Bachelor of Science degree from Ohio University. He served
as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army in Vietnam
from 1 969 to 1 97 1 . He then attended Cleveland
Marshall College of Law where he received his
J.D. in 1979.

O'Neill worked for a private law
firm and then served as Assistant Attorney General for the State of Ohio.
In 1 996 he was elected to the 1 1 th District Court
of Appeals where he has remained until now.
His resume also highlights his work as a
reporter, a lobbyist, an organizer for the Communications Workers of America, a communications director and a nurse. He has also remained
active in the Army and the National Guard
Ben Clary

during her campaign for Justice.
A graduate with honors from both
the Cleveland State University and the
Cleveland Marshall College of Law,
Fuerst began her legal career in 1988 as
an extern for the Eighth District Court of
Appeals. She then worked as an attorney
and law clerk until 1989 and then as a
general practice attorney.
In 1996 she was named a judge on
the General Division of the Cuyahoga
County Common Pleas Court. Fuerst
has worked on nearly 10,000 criminal
and civil cases and has served on the
Court's Probation, Mental Health and
Jury Committees.
Fuerst described herself as "eager to
serve all Ohioans with strong legal crelife experience,
dentials,
a strong work ethic, maturity, common
sense and a proven ability to remain independent and open minded about issues
brought before the Court."
Sara Brinda
-
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Supreme Court Justice
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Paul Pfeifer
t

Judge Nancy A. Fuerst describes herself as a grassroots campaigner, explaining that she has visited 53 Ohio counties

Justice Paul Pfeifer, a former Republican
state politician and two-terSupreme Court
Justice is running for
unopposed this
m

re-elect-

ion

year.
In his previous two terms Pfeifer has come
out in favor of equal school funding. He wrote
one of Ohio's contentious DeRolph opinions
which declared Ohio's school funding system,

which was based on property taxes, unequal and
therefore unconstitutional.
The justice has also written an opinion declaring that citizens do not have a constitutional right
to carry concealed weapons.
Pfeifer is a lifelong resident of Bucyrus, Ohio,
and he raises cattle on his Crawford County farm.
He attended Ohio State University, obtaining a
B.A. in Economics, Political Science and History
in 1963 and a J.D. in 1966.
Pfeifer served as assistant attorney general
from 1967 to 1970 and then as a representative
in the Ohio House of Representatives for a term
beginning in 970. He spent three years as a prosecuting attorney and began sixteen years of Senate
service winning as a Republican in 1976.
Mike Zabek
1

Interested in writing?
Like chocolate?

SP Game Show
Friday, October 15
Gund Commons

Enjoy hammocks?

10pm

$300 Cash Prize
ESP is an interactive game show. Everyone who comes out becomes a
participant and can win. Want more details? Check
out ESP on the website at

www.tjohne.com
See you at the game!

We're still looking
for a few

new writers.
Contact us at:

coIlegiankenyon.edu
! !

ELECTION 2004

Thursday, October 7, 2004

The Kenyon Collegian

9

Knox County traditionally Republican stronghold
DAYNE BAUGHMAN
Staff Reporter

some other parts of the state. Rita
Deputy Director of the Knox County
Board of Elections, said it "has been a long
time since Knox County last voted for a
Democratic candidate for President." In
fact, she does not remember a time when
Knox County has voted Democratic.
Kenneth Lane, Chairman of the Knox
County Republicans, said he agrees that
Republican candidates seem to have a hold
on Knox County.
"What's somewhat interesting," he
said "is that registered voters in Knox
County are roughly 13 Republican, 13
Democrat, and 13 Independent. But independents usually vote Republican in
senate and presidential races."
While the Board of Elections did not
have the records to uphold or disprove
Lane's numbers, Yarman said that in the
past registered voters have been "much
more lopsided" in favor of Republicans.
Bill Eagon, Chairman of the Knox
County Democrats, concurred with YarYar-ma-

In recent years Ohio has established
itself as a very important stop along most
candidates' campaign trails.
James Holmes, a local history teacher
and member of the Knox County Planning
Commission, has been watching elections
in Ohio since he moved here and began
teaching in the fall of 1965. He believes
that candidates are recognizing Ohio's
importance more than they used to.
"Twenty electoral votes are nothing
to sneeze at," he said. Ohio has the the
sixth largest number of electoral votes in
the nation, behind California, Texas, New
York, Florida and Illinois.
Nonetheless, Ohio has lost three electoral votes over the past two decades. "It
is interesting that Ohio has lost electors. . .
but candidates are spending more time
campaigning here," said Holmes.
According to published records, no
candidate has won the presidency without
winning Ohio in the last ten elections. The
last candidate to lose Ohio and win the office of president was John F. Kennedy in
1960. Moreover, no republican candidate
has ever won the presidency without winning Ohio.
The votes in Knox County have
traditionally s .vung a different way than

n,

man. "Knox county has traditionally
been heavily Republican," he said. But
he noted that "there have been over five
thousand new voters registered after the
primary," who he believes may affect the
outcome of this election.
Resfilts' from recent elections have
shown a definite Republican slant in Knox
County, although voters are not required to

list a party affiliation when they register.
All but one of Knox County's elected
officials vying for reelection this year are
Republicans. Holmes sees two reasons
that many Republicans are
time and time again.
"You see a lot of people voting by
party in a small county like Knox. Voters
call themselves Republicans, so they vote
for Republicans. At the same time, many
people vote for the person. Candidates
who have been in their position forever
are
Holmes said.
He went on to say that when voters are
used to a candidate, they are less likely to
replace him because they are always wary
of change.
Lane agreed that many people vote for
candidates rather than strictly along party
lines, but he believes that the reason for
this is that in a small county it is easier to
know where the candidates stand.
Eagon also agreed that there are not
"any more people voting straight ticket
here than any where else in the state."
re-elect- ed

safe-bets-
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Staff Reporter

Monday ended one of the most intense and controversial periods of voter
registration both for the state of Ohio
and for Kenyon College.
During the weeks preceding the October fourth voter registration deadline,
groups such as the Kenyon Democrats
and set up tables in
went
order to register people to vote, according to Chris Wager, President of the Kenyon Democrats. Some of these groups
have done targeted partisan registration,
since Ohio is considered to be a crucial
"swing" state in this year's election.
Such groups' efforts have at least
partially paid off, according to Pam
Hinkens, the director of the Knox
County Board of Elections. The "number of voter registrations this year has
exceeded years past," she said.
Hinkens said the Board of Elections still has "slacks upon stacks" of
registration cards to be counted, but
could not comment on how many were
new registrations and how many were
notificamerely
tions.
However, Hinkens noted, the Board
of Elections has received approximately
5,000 new registrations since the beginning of the year.
The politics of the new voters is unknown, Hinkens said, because in Ohio,
people do not declare their party affiliation when they register to vote.
The primary point of confusion at
Kenyon during the voter registration
period has been whether or not
students could register to vote in
Ohio.
As reported in last week's Collegian, Judy Hoffman, Chief of the Ohio
Elections Council, stirred up much debate at the discussion panel two weeks
ago when she said that registering to
vote in Ohio is basically illegal for
students.
door-to-do-
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Democrat Duane Grassbaugh, a farmer
from Howard, is challenging incumbent
Thom Collier for a seat in the Ohio House of
Representatives.
Grassbaugh is a lifelong resident of Knox
County. He obtained a degree in Agricultural
Science at Virginia Tech.
Grassbaugh says he is running because the
"complete domination of Ohio politics by the
Republican Party has left Ohio broken."
Grassbaugh regards school funding and
health care as primary issues for his campaign.
He said he will work to ensure an equal level of '
school funding, whether through property taxes
or other means. He also promises to work to
make sure Ohio colleges are affordable.
To improve health care for Ohioans, Grassbaugh wants to set up small government-ru- n
pools for small businesses to help them insure
more workers.
He is a strong proponent of
of drugs from Canada to help control Medicaid
costs. Grassbaugh has little sympathy for the
pharmaceutical industry. "They are corporations who take advantage of the American
consumer," he said.
In addition to larger issues, Grassbaugh
promises that as a small farmer he will "maintain the viability of the Ohio family farm"
against large scale faming. He says different
types of farms need to work on an equal playing field, especially regarding environmental
regulations which the House has modified in
the past to aid larger farming operations.
Mike Zabek
re-importa-

tion
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Republican Thom Collier, a lifelong
resident of Mount Vernon, is seeking his third
term in the Ohio House of Representatives this
A

i

-

fall.
Collier has been in office since 2000, when
he replaced another Republican, Bill Harris,
who was appointed to the Ohio Senate.
Collier is especially proud of his constituent services during his years as a House
member. He says he ran to make a "more responsive government" and that he has worked
throughout to make that promise a reality.
Collier writes a weekly article that appears
in the Mount Vernon News, profiling happenings in the State House, hosts a monthly radio
program and communicates online with voters
through AmericanPCF.com.
During his previous terms of office, Collier
has said he has worked hardest on the issues
of economic development, school funding and
gun control in recent years. Collier supports

laws limiting concealed
weapons and has backed legislation to support
the "No Child Left Behind" laws in Ohio.
' If reelected, Collier promises to support

conceal-and-carr- y

campaign finance reform to close loopholes for
funding of political campaigns and promote
full disclosure of contributions. Collier also
promises to work to make Medicaid affordable
of
for the state of Ohio. On the
drugs from Canada, he says, "You can't have
half of socialized medicine. . . you have to
take the poor service" that accompanies low
re-importa-

tion

prices.

-

Mike Zabek

socio-econom-
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Hoffman cited the Ohio Revised

BY SEAN RYAN

Thom Collier

about small businesses and small farmers. That's your republican base, as it has
always been. Small businesses and small
farmers are what make up Knox County's
economy."
However, Holmes said he sees a
change on the horizon. He spoke of the
influx of people moving into areas of
Knox County such as Apple Valley.
"People are moving in from the city.
This changes not only the
make-u- p
of the area, but the political as
well," Holmes said.
Although he is doubtful that there
will be any significant change in the
way that Knox County votes in the near
future, Holmes believes that people moving in from more Democratic areas such
as Columbus could transform the county
from a Republican stronghold to a more
moderate area where neither party has a
clear advantage.

Parties register students to vote in Ohio

State Rep. Candidates
Duane Grassbaugh

Knox County's government is
currently dominated by Republicans.
Holmes explained this by saying, "It's

or

change-of-addre-

ss

out-of-sta- te

out-of-sta- te

Code (ORC) chapter 3502.02(C) which
says, "A person shall not be considered
to have gained a residence in any county
of this state into which the person comes

for temporary purposes only, without
the intention of making such county the
permanent place of abode."
students
Because most
do not plan to stay in Knox County after
they graduate, Hoffman said, it would
be illegal for them to vote here. Chapter 3599.11(A) of the ORC states that
registering to vote in a place of which
e
you are not a lawful resident is a
out-of-sta- te

fifth-degre-

felony.

However, the Secretary of State's
website says, "If you consider the
county where you attend college to be
your home, you may register to vote in
that county."
In addition, the Supreme Court
ruled in the 1979 case Symm v. United
States that students are due the same
right to assert residency in a place as
any other people.
students attending the
panel at which Hoffman spoke, who had
recently sent in Ohio voter registration
forms, expressed concern about the
matter, asking whether they would be
turned away from the polls.
Hoffman replied that they might be
questioned but would probably not be
disallowed from voting.
Saying, "Our priority is in getting
students to vote," Wager noted that his
group wished for students merely to
vote, no matter where they vote in
Ohio or at home.
Wager commented, "If a person has
not yet requested an absentee ballot for
their home address, he or she is not very
likely to vote in this election." By registering students in Ohio, Wager said,
the group was increasing the likelihood
that those students would vote at all.
While the Kenyon Republicans reportedly also conducted a voter registration drive, they declined comment.
Out-of-sta- te
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Distant cafe is worth the trip
Quality organic dishes and kind atmosphere define the Broken Rocks eatery
BY RACHEL DICKSON

StaffWriter

Getting to Broken Rocks
Cafe is a bit of a hike, but well
worth it nonetheless. About
30 minutes north of Gambier
the quaint town of
on OH-3- ,

Loudonville does not offer
much besides the camping
and canoeing lodges that attract tourists in the summer.
dates or
No
shopping excursions will take
place, although you can add
those to the agenda, since you
pass through Mount Vernon on
the way there. Even so, the
dinner-and-mov-

ie

town has something special
that Mount Vernon does not:
not only does Loudonville
have a Curves for Women
and a

tanningvideogrocery

store on
pharmacy
the same block as Broken
Rocks, it also has a much
smaller, more personal feeling
than I've felt in Mount Vernon.
While fumbling around for
change to pay a parking meter,
an elderly couple noticed and
let us know we didn't have to
pay the meter past five, then
all-in-o-

ne

asked where we were from and

told us, "We're glad to have
you," as if they spoke for the
whole town.
The Cafe itself has its own
personality as well. It is named
after the place in upstate Michi- -

gan where the owners, Glenn

and Lisa, collected the first
wild grapes that they used for
the yeast in their homemade
bread eight years ago and
where Glenn proposed" to Lisa.
The couple continues to make
all of their bread from scratch,
and they own the only bakery
around to boast locally grown,
locally milled, organic whole
wheat sourdough among other
kinds. Margaret Lewis, the
manager of Middle Ground,
likes the bread so much that
she buys all the bread for
sandwiches served at Middle
Ground weekly from Broken
Rocks, and, in an effort to
bring fresh, local products
to Gambier, is also now selld
loaves every
ing
Thursday.
Although you walk up to
the counter to order and pay
first, in all other respects the
Cafe resembles a
restaurant involved, somewhat expensive entrees and
a long wait, even for drinks.
Don't expect a fancy, extensively decorated dining room
r
or
service the Cafe
fresh-bake-

sit-dow-

n

five-sta-

has plain white walls with a few
paintings by local artists and an
informal open kitchen and our
waitress was a senior at Loudonville High School but do
expect unique, organic and de-

licious dishes. "It's surprising

that this quality of tood comes
out of a little cafe in Loudonville, Ohio," said Lewis.
The menu is rather small
but consists of a handful of
carefully chosen and unique

soups, salads, sandwiches,
pastas, pizzas and, of course,
desserts, which change periodically. I had the Cajun chicken
pasta, which at $7.50 could
have been a larger portion, but
was delicious nonetheless. It
had grilled chicken with red,
yellow and green bell peppers
in a mildly spicy cream sauce.
My friend had the Greek pizza,
thin
which is a personal
crust pizza with grilled chicken,
roasted red peppers, spinach,
onion, olives and feta cheese
for $8.50. The quality of the
vegetables and meat is remarkable; the vegetables are from
the local farmer's market, and
the organic chicken is from Mt.
Vernon. For dessert we had the
Belgian chocolate custard and
raspberry creme brulee, both of
which were outstanding.
The caliber of the taste
and appearance of the food
was definitely unexpected.
Although Broken Rocks Cafe
is a little far and dinner for
two including drinks, dessert
and tip will easily set you back
$30, it's a worthwhile excuse to
escape Gambier and experience
a fresh new taste.
6-sli- ce

Local amimals blessed
BY ROSE BABINGTON

StafFWriter
Students walking down Middle
Path yesterday were a bit surprised
by the boisterous, eager and panting
group they saw scampering around.
While it may sound a bit like the
Ultimate Frisbee team practice, the
gathering on Belltovver Lawn in
front of the Chapel was a Blessing of
the Animals, arranged by the clergy
of Harcourt Parish.

The Rector Helen

occasionally read them.
"I suspect that ... no one
is looking at

Allstus contain obscene language. Reading through the allstus on any given day will confirm this fact many times over.
But the student handbook states
that "vulgar behavior, obscene
language, or disorderly conduct
are not tolerated." Are allstus
then exempt from this behavior

policy?
According to Director of Information Services Ron Griggs,
they are not. "All of those same
regulations apply to email just
as much as they apply to spoken
conversation or other forms of
communication." Allstus are
considered public speech, and
as soon as they are sent they
become part of the public record. Students are encouraged
to use the allstu as a forum to
express whatever opinions they
might have, but they must do
so within the boundaries of the

school's behavior policies.
This does not mean that
students will always get in
trouble for using obscene language in allstus. Allstus are not
regularly monitored by faculty
or administration, so not every
infraction will even come to the
administration's attention. On
the other hand, allstus are all
published on Kenyon's website, and faculty members do

rule-infractio-

ns

especially," Griggs said, but "at
least some people in the Student
Affairs office do regularly look
at the web allstus just to see
what's going on."

According to

Associate-Dea- n

of Students Cheryl Steele,
the Student Affairs office usually finds out about an offensive
allstu only if a student brings it
to their attention. "We aren't on
the dislist," she said. "We don't
see the allstus every day."
According to Dean Steele, the
administration prefers that students work out problems with
each other before coming to the
administration. She believes
that students usually do a good
job of "policing themselves,"
and administrative action is
rarely taken.
In some instances, though,
administrators have come
across allstus that contained
"excessive profanity" and taken
action even if no students have
complained of being offended.
"When they use these kinds of
obscene words, that's when
we get involved," said Steele.
"We at least have a conversation
about how ... that offends some
people. It may not offend you or
your friends, but does it belong
on a public discourse on a college system?" In these cases,

Compose a haiku about Kenyon.

offending student.
Many students are aware
only of the rules against harassment and do not realize that
rules also exist that prohibit obscene language. A student who
allstu wrote

obscenity-lade-

i

"Squirrels are pretty,
And they climb up Pierce Tower
And fly off like birds."
-- Tom Au '08

n

email
interview, "I made sure I stayed
away from anything derogatory
towards a certain group or type
of people, so I think that saved
me from being offensive to anyone." Because he did not target
in an

"Oct. Break is so chill
'Cause we get to leave the hill
I so need my fill."

Anna Curtis '05
and Kelsey Ross '07

any specific group, his email did
not qualify as harassment - but
it still broke the rule against
obscenity, which he did not
know existed. He said he has
not heard any negative feedback
from anyone about the email.

Nick Xenakis '05, who
a committee last year to
examine the allstu, said that as
far as he is aware, no one has
ever been formally disciplined
only for using profanity in
email. The infractions that have
brought serious action from the
school went beyond profanity
and included racial slurs or attacks on homosexuals.
No violations of email
policy were reported for the
school year, and
none have been reported so far

"Philander's fun Phling
The ladies of Gund and fries
A cappella groups."

...

headed

2003-200-
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this year.

came to 96.

wow:)":

the Student Affairs Committee
usually takes no action beyond
having a conversation with the

recently sent an

both animals and humans present

Kevin Guckes
Following the tracks of those before them, seventeen pets were blessed on Belltower Lawn

Gilberto Esqueda '05

L
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Obscenity problem in allstus
BY COLEMAN GLENN

Svoboda-Barb-

presided over the Wednesday
afternoon service, which consisted
of two readings, prayers of thanks
and individual blessings for each pet
Sixteen dogs of various breeds and
sizes were blessed, as was the picture
of one cat who did not "like to travel
too much," according to her owner.
Cy Wainscot from Harcourt Parish, who participated in organizing the
event, said that the Parish tries "to do
the Blessing of the Animals every

year" but that it had not occurred in
the past two or three years. According
to Wainscot, the date of the Blessing
was chosen because of its proximity
to the feast day of Saint Francis of
Assisi, the patron saint of animals.
The pet owners congregated after
the ceremony finished to let their dogs
mingle. Associate Director of Admissions Liz Forman, accompanied by
her dog Ted, said that the dog owners
of Gambier often "get together and
walk together." Liz Keeney, Director
of Campus Ministries at Kenyon,
added that she and her corgis Pixie
and Annie often knew the names of
dogs before the names of their owners. The owners and pets concluded
the outing by walking over to watch
the Ultimate Frisbee practice on the
from a distance,
lawn of Ascension
of course. And, for those who have
been doing silent multiplication in
their heads, the final leg count of

u

i-

-
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"Shining on the hill
You edumacate me real
good. I never work."
-- Billy Callis '06
"'-
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Fire safety week brought to Kenyon with spark
mock burning demonstration on campus reminds us ofKenyons hard history with arson and accident
BY MARA ALPER1N

Features Editor

Earlier today, there was a fire
on South Campus. A building at the
heart of uppcrclass city was burnt to
the ground. The smoke alarm saved
no one.
"The idea is to have a 'burn
room,' and set a live fire" said
said Director of Security and Safety Dan Werner of the 'controlled
burn' which took place courtesy of
he College Township Fire Department. "The concept is. to show students how quickly a fire can spread
and how lethal fire can be."
According to Fire Prevention
Education Coordinator Jennie
'04 the fire department will
ignite "an 8'x8'x4' corner of a room
built by the firefighters that is filled
with typical dorm furnishings, such
as a desk, chair, computer, books,
etc. The dorm will be set up and
then a small fire will be lit in the
trash can." She added that the "major goal of this entire program is for
students to have a better awareness
of the dangers of fire."
Rebecca Schnitt '06, who
helped with the coordination,
said that the fire department did
a mock fire for the Residential
and Community Advisors during
orientation. "Seeing as it's Fire
Prevention Week, it seemed like
a good idea to show the rest of the
campus," she said.
National Fire Prevention Week
is organized by the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA). It
occurs every year on the first week
of October, to commemorate the
Great Chicago fire on October 9,
Paro-bech-

ek

1871.

"The burning was incredibly
cool to watch," said Tiffany Jeng
'07, who saw the mock fire during
CA orientation. "The fire fighters
made it clear that the temperatures
the fire reached would've taken our
skin off and that the black smoke
pouring out of the room was toxic.
We were surprised to find out how
good those cheap battery-operate- d
smoke detectors are it kept beeping even as the cover was melting
off the ceiling, and then it fell off
altogether. We'd think it was dead,
but then it'd start beeping again. It
was pretty impressive."
"This is relevant to any col-

lege, especially because of the
high density housing we have," said

Werner. "I cannot think of too many
things that cause me more fear than
a fire in a residence hall."
Indeed, Kenyon has a notori-

ous reputation for igniting. The
recorded fires date back to the
nineteenth century. While many of
these fires were contained and put
out before serious damage could be
done, a few have resulted in huge
property loss and, in some tragic
cases, the loss of lives:
1889 Old Milnor Hall burned
down.
May 9, 1897 Rosse Hall was
destroyed by a fire. While the cause
was accidental some rags soaked
in polishing oil ignited spontaneouslysome of the citizens in
Mount Vernon blamed it on a
"spiritual visitation" protesting the
use of the former chapel for secular
purposes.
January 19, 1907 A fire
started in the third floor of old
French House, opposite Harcourt.
The suspected cause was a window
curtain that ignited fromcontact
with a gas lamp. Buckets of water
had to be drawn up from the old
well to contain the flames.
1910 The old Hubbard Library
caught on fire, by an unknown
cause. Fortunately, most of the
books were saved by an automatic
steel fire curtain. The cause of the
fire was unknown.
February 24, 1906 Several
buildings in the surrounding area
ignited to an unknown cause. Three
students were killed and ten more
were injured.
April 20, 1931 A fire seizes the
Stoyle House.
February 27, 1949 In perhaps
the most devastating and widely
known fire in Gambier, Old Kenyon burned down, resulting in the
deaths of nine students.
July 21, 1966 A stack of 7,000
utility poles in Gambier caught fire,
destroying the Josyln Manufacturing Company. Its damages spread
to a Kenyon storage shed and commencement stage.
September 1974 The incident of five fires in three weeks,
including trash fires in Mather and
McBride residence halls and in a
shed near the New Apartments,
prompted President Caples to release a letter acknowledging the
possibility of arson.
February 1978 A fire in the
New Apartments F-- 2 prompted the
College to install smoke alarms and
automatic breaker systems to all
residential housing. The fire was
confined in one room, and no one
was hurt.

Do you have concerns about the privacy ofyour
room? Do you want to know how much sleep Kenyon 's
security officers get? Do you have any questions at all
for the Office of Security and Safety?
Coming soon to this space will be a biweekly
column in which security officers answer questions
submitted to the Collegian. Send your questions to
collegiankenyon.edu. All relevant questions will
be forwarded to Director of Security & Safety Dan
Werner, and then answers from Security will appear
in the column in two weeks.

May 1, 1978 The Student
Affairs Center burned down. The
official report stated it was an accident, but evidence discovered
later cloths soaked in gas led
the police to suspect arson.
May 9, 1978 There was another fire in the Student Affairs
Center, which had moved to the
basement of Sunset Cottage. The
fire was spotted and out out before
any damage had occurred.
II
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May 11, 1978 An airplane
hangar holding nearly $100,000 in
building materials for the Bolton
Theater burned. After the third fire
in ten days, the police declared it
an act of arson. 80 Kenyon students
volunteered to patrol the campus to
prevent further fires. The arsonist
was never caught.
April 1983 There was a fire in
an Old Kenyon dorm room, thought
to be caused by a cigarette. As a
III!
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result, the PEEPS organization re
quested the installation of a fire
alert system for all college housing.

March 27, 1984 The Pirates
Cove delivery area burned down
as a result of newly laundered rags
spontaneously catching flame. The
business was closed for repairs for
two weeks.
September 4, 1986 A fire
broke out in a Peirce dorm room,
allegedly caused by the sun coming
in the window and reflecting off a
mirror.
1998 A fire in McBride residence was reported as
make-u-

p

April 2,

arson after police found ignited
cleaning rags hidden on the third
floor. However, the building was
evacuated safely, and little damage was done.

i

In addition to all these fires, se-

curity deals with minor fires nearly
every year, that start in trashcans,
but never cause any substantial
damage.
According to the NFPA's
website, www.nfpa.org, there are,
on average, 1500 fires on college
campuses- nationwide each year.
"I hope that this demonstration drives home the point that
fire is real, serious, and deadly,"
said Werner. "The rules against
candles, incense, and other combustible sources in rooms are in
place for very important and solid
reasons ... This is also to point out
why Kenyon and other institutions
take fire violations and tampering
with fire suppression equipment so
seriously."
Parobecheck agreed. "Kenyon
has had several fires in its history,
Our goal is to prevent anything like
this from happening again."
-

Kenyon Archives

Firemen work to contain the Airplane Hanger Fire of 978. The blaze
caused nearly $1000,00 in damages and was suspected to be arson.
1
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Gambler safety is not so ofsimple

safety is one of!
Whpn snmmne comes to Gambier, the atmosphere
as a matter ofl
unlocked
their first comforts. Dorm rooms and bicycles are left
ana remain
practice. Empty, running cars are parked in front of the bookstore
bell
closing
2
am.
the
of
sounding
the
unmolested. Students leave the library at
completely
unafraid.
anrl walk home alone,
R ere-n-t spri iritv alerts, however, remind us that we are part of a community
While we
that is connected to the larger world, a world with a criminal element
we must
unlocked,
are
buildings
campus
and
dormitories
our
that
fact
value the
rpmain vigilant about nossible threats to our persons.
To not take safety for granted, we must watch for, and report, suspicious
should not
people on campus grounds. We must watch out for each other. Friends
consistently
remain
we
that
let friends walk home alone at night It is imperative
observant of the events unfolding around us and respond to them appropriately.
Although this appears to be common sense advice, it is not often used. As easy as
security feels to us, breaking through our non - existent guard proves even easier.
Far tm manv items are stolen from open dorm rooms, some oi substanuai vaiue.
More importantly, charges of sexual assault continue to occur with a frequency

of everyday life, not a substantial aiteranon oi it
Nor should we abuse the privileges of a free and open campus. It is unaccept
able for moms to be constantly vandalized, or for students to discharge toxic fire
extinguishers in dormitory hallways. These only hamper the efforts of Security
and Safety in protecting this campus from real threats.
Unhelpful also are theaccusations against these officers which have recently
been leveled via allstu. As a private campus interwoven with a village, we must
be extremely watchful of trespassers who could potentially wreak havoc or narm
one of our own. To keeD students aware of suspicious persons requires detailed
descriptions of those in question. Police and federal agencies use the same'
characteristics as those used in the recent security alert to identify criminals.
To allege that the inclusion of skin tone as a physical characteristic is racist
will inspire conflict and distract our Security personel as effectively as any prank.
In the end. ironicallv. being truly safe means coming out of each of our comfort

a natural extension

I

j

that should shock our tinv community.
Certainly numerous groups and campus offices have made efforts to comDai
this nrnhlem. But as with anv safety issue, prevention begins at home . . . more
literally, in our dormitories and apartments. Aresponsible caution should temper
the amount to which we revel in Kenyon s perceived sarety bubble.
At the same time, we should not become overly paranoid, we are sun in
n iral Ohio, and for those who intend to leave Kenyon for urban areas, this is one
of the safest places that we will ever live. In the end, safety practices should be

zones a little, whether those zones are. physical or political. If things improve.
we'll probably agree it is worth this small price.
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a growing problem

squeezed
As Kenyon population rises, new classes are
BY MARIO STRAHINOV

Staff Columnist

of students

is far larger than most

professors would like.

Therefore, professors are

How often are you going to
class earlier to get a good seat? If
you are a freshman, the answer is
very often. The exceedingly large
class of 2008 is causing troubles
not only in residential life, but
also in the various departments
that offer popular courses. The
Integrated Program in Human
Studies' introductory course Odyssey of the West five out of the
seven sections are oversized and
Political Science's Quest for Justicefive out of eight sections
are oversized are both prime
examples. It is not astonishing
that according to the statistics on
the registrar's website more than
62
of the oversized classes are
).
introductory courses
The majority of freshmen take introductory classes, which means
that most freshmen have at least
one class that is above the expected size.
Many professors find the
expected class size far from preferable as well. A case to study is
Professor of Political Science Fred
Baumann's Quest for Justice class
that meets in the Horwitz seminar
room. For Baumann the ideal size
of this class is fifteen students.

aware of the influx of students
and are planning their class sizes
to take as many students as possible, even if it means lowering
the quality of the learning process.
Baumann said, "There is real value
for those who are in the class, but
they don't get full value." This is
a dangerous path. Kenyon is not a
company in which you can trade
off between quality and productivity. I came here to learn as much
as possible and understanding that
I am not getting the most that I
could is frustrating.
Why do professors go against
their own principles of class sizes?
One of the reasons that Baumann
points out is that, "We have interest in exposing as many students
as possible to the department, so
they come back again." The
question that then remains is what
kind of experience do students
have in these oversized classes?
Speaking in class obviously becomes more difficu, and most of
these bigger classes are seminars
in which participation is essential.
It does not change the seminar-natur- e
of the class but definitely

quick comparison with the

am often frustrated that
by the time I have the chance to
express my idea, the class has
already moved forward in the discussion, and my comment is no
longer relevant. Some classes are
so overstretched that space even
becomes a problem. In Baumann's
Quest for Justice class, 13 to 14

(100-level-

A

registrar's website shows that the
declared size of his class is 20 and
the final count is 22. This brings
us to a class that is almost 50
larger than what Baumann would
have under ideal conditions. This
is the case with other courses, and
thus the posted maximum number

hardest

of the students have to sit away
from the table. They end up having to sit behind others, and this
keeps the discussion from flowing
as freely as it should.
It is hardly fair to blame the
instructors. They try to act in the
best interest of the students by accommodating as many people as
possible. However, it is possible
that this open door policy hurts
more people than it helps. Obviously, the students that got into the
class through regular registration
are unhappy that the class size
has increased. I can understand,
however, the frustration of other
students that were not able to
get into their desired classes and
went to speak with the professors about the "backdoor" option.
Some people might say we do not
policy; others
need this open-domay say we need it. In the long
run, however, it does not really
matter, because even the declared
number of students is often higher
than the ideal number. Classes are
overstretched even without the
additional students that professors accept.

does change the satisfaction
level.
I

or

Whether new professors
should be hired in the popular
departments or fewer students
accepted at Kenyon, I honestly do
not know. However, I know that
what is happening right now is
not in the best interest of the students, and I sincerely hope that the
administration takes this problem
seriously and is looking at the different options. Kenyon is known
for small classes and consistent
teacher-studeinteraction. We
need to keep it that way because
nt

An open letter to the president

Is the war in Iraq worth the deaths of American soldiers?
court. ..where our people could
be prosecuted?" For doing things
Staff Columnist
that are accepted to be morally
wrong? And yet you start a war
Oh yes, their deaths were
et
to bring Saddam Hussein before
"noble and worthy." Dulce
President,
pro
Mr.
our appointed courts? That is not
decorum est,
the
was
what
But
mori.
only absurd, it is hypocritical.
patria
It is absurd to think that we,
point of it, of those who died, and
continued to die, long after you as a nation, have any kind of right
told them that their mission was to police the world. Why would
accomplished, long after Saddam
you think that? Being "the most
Hussein was captured, long after powerful nation in the world" does
the only moderately legitimate not mean that we can or should exreason you gave for going to war ercise that strength in any way we
was debunked? With what do you
see fit; on the contrary, it means
console parents, wives, husbands,
that we must be as moral as is posand children? That the mighty
sible. In this country we find the
man of evil has fallen? That the rule of law to be paramount. The
terrorists lose one supporter, but most powerful person in the nation
gain thousands, if not millions,
is still subject to all the laws of the
more who see what was once the
nation, and that person must act
last and greatest hope of the free with even more dignity and be seen
world become the newest oppreseven more in accordance with the
sor of it?
law than any other, as they set an
You are steadfast, Mr. Presiexample for the rest.
dent, in upholding democracy
So, too, is it with the world:
and sovereignty - after all, you the most powerful nation must
did refuse to enter the Internaalso be the most willing to act in
tional Criminal Court at the Hague.
accordance with international law.
What excuse did you give for that This willingness does not mean we
in the first debate? That "it's the
must act weak, but rather show that
right move not to join a foreign
we deserve, morally, to be the most
BY MARK PETERSON

powerful.

We have failed to do

so.
It is absurd to think that we, as
nation, have any kind of right to
demand that others disarm themselves while we race to develop
newer and bigger weapons. What
will we do with these new bombs
in the war on terror have them
stolen and used against us? What
good are nuclear weapons against
a foe that has no country? In a
conventional war, yes, you may
need a hammer stroke (although
hopefully it will never come in
a nuclear form), but it has been
said time and again that the war
on terror requires a surgeon's approach.
It is absurd to claim that we,
as a nation, hold every life to be
precious and at the same time
begin a war whose ends could
have been accomplished by other
means. It is absurd because their
lives were precious, and yet they
were thrown away for a questionable cause. Yes, their deaths were
noble, but that does not make
you noble, Mr. President. Their
deaths were worthy, but that does
not make your war worthy.
a
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More than friends Death row justice is never equal

Wliy we must be honest in
BY STUART SCHISGALL

Guest Columnist

was talking to a young
woman the other day in
response to her allstu that
promised a $50 gift for anyone willing to drive her to
Columbus. Since I have a
car and not too much cash,
and the opportunity to spend
a few hours with an attractive
young woman was available, I
offered her my service and she
kindly declined, leaving me in
confusion. I thought we were
decent friends. My offer was
genuine, but rejected oh
well.
She mentioned that there
was another young man she
was waiting to hear from (so
was the allstu a tease?). This
young man drove her to Columbus earlier in the year and
treated her wonderfully for
no fee, monetary or sexual.
He opened doors for her and
treated her respectfully in all
I

other manners: a real "nice
guy." I mentioned to her
that this young man may be
attracted to her; she agreed,
and then I asked her what

her feelings were towards
him she liked him as "just a
friend." I smiled and thought
of all the times I had heard this
infamous phrase. For some
unknown reason, my strongest
asset with a young woman, my
friendship, ended up being my
biggest liability when pursuing
her as "more than a friend."
I think it is perfectly
acceptable for people to be
selective when it comes to
whom they like as "more
than friends." Not all of us
are attracted to everyone of
the opposite sex, nor are we
attracted to all the people
who make us laugh or enjoy
life. A stranger aspect to this
game we constantly play is
that some people think that
it is an awful idea to be attracted to your best friend of
the opposite sex. Honestly,
could you have a sexual relationship with a friend you've
known "forever"? Is he not
like a brother to you? I've
always thought that the young
woman I think of as my closest female friend will be the
young woman with whom I
choose to allow a relationship
to develop. Unfortunately,

our relationships

pursue as more than a friend?
I think it's necessary to respect
this individual process and re
alize that everyone is a player
in the game and that no one
person has the right to take
advantage of another player's
emotions. When a young
woman is perfectly aware that
a young man is attracted to her
and is pursuing her, and she
Hops not hnvp a mnintl foainn
towards him, she should let the
guy know from the beginning
what she thinks of him instead
of possibly "leading the guy
on." What right does anyone
have to play off someone else's
emotions in order to feel the
satisfaction of being admired?
None.
I think the idea that people
become more attractive as you
get to know them, or vice versa, is wonderful and idealistic,
but it doesn't always happen.
I tend to believe that all of
us, men and women, feel an
initial attraction or repulsion
towards others at first glance,
and these initial emotions tend
to endure. These feelings are
likely to alter as you get to
know their personalities, but
these emotions are not controllable. Attraction is more like
a crapshoot than the scientific
method. Unfortunately, even
if we act chivalrous, girls
won't think any differently of
us if they are not attracted to
us.
In conclusion, I'm not
claiming that women or men
should initiate every conversation with a member of the
opposite sex with comments
similar to "you're a friend, you
will always be a friend, and
nothing more," or "you're a
great friend, but I think you're
attractive, so let's make out."
Rather, respect your friends,
and if it's extremely obvious
that one of your friends thinks
of you as "more than a friend,"
save your friend a lot of agony
and embarrassment. Tell him
straight out what you think of
him "you're just a friend,
nothing more."
I think this is the mature
way to handle friendships and
relationships: being honest and
respectful but making your
emotions clear. I guarantee
that even if the young man is
heartbroken about your feelings towards him as "just a

after years of learning that
"friends" are "just friends,"

friend," he'll respect your

think it is natural for me as
well as for plenty of guys to
be wary of becoming too attached to any attractive young
woman. She may ingrain the
image of you as "just a friend"
in her mind initially, and then
you're doomed.
Everyone is aware of the

he'll realize that a friendship is
just as important as a relationship, and he'll become your
"best" friend but I wouldn't
count on it. I mean, he's "just

I

selection process I've

men-

tioned: whom should I pursue
as a friend and whom should I

ability to be candid.

excuse murder, they
provide profound insight into
the way that things beyond
Dennis's control may have influenced his violent behavior.
Thinking of Adremy Dennis
only in terms of the death of
Kurt Kyle makes the decision
to execute him deceptively uncomplicated. No individual can
be defined entirely by a single
action, no matter how momentous. Execution destroys an entire person without undoing his
negative acts. Killing Adremy
Dennis will not bring Kurt
Kyle back.
In addition to troubling
family backgrounds, a lack
of education and lower than
average intelligence are also
common on death row. Dennis
dropped out of school in 8th
grade and his IQ test reveals
that he is only 3 points above
being classified as mentally
retarded. A social responsibility exists to provide education
and guidance to individuals
like Dennis who have nowhere
else to turn. Perhaps society
failed Adremy Dennis before
he failed society.
Experts are beginning to
scrutinize one of the methods
actually used to end prisoners'
lives. A federal lawsuit challenging the constitutionality
of lethal injection has been
filed on behalf of Dennis and
a fellow death row inmate. In
Ohio, lethal injection consists
of using a short-teranesthetic before the administration of the paralyzing drug.
This combination, however,
can leave a person conscious
but paralyzed during the painful death by suffocation and
heart attack. In fact, because
of this risk, veterinarians for
do not

BY ELLEN P1ERSON

Staff Columnist

In June of 1994 Adremy
Dennis shot and killed Kurt
Kyle. Dennis was 18 years
old and under the influence of
alcohol. Nearly ten years later,
after an exhaustive legal process, Dennis is scheduled to be
executed by the state of Ohio
on October 13, 2004. There
is no excuse for the crime
Adremy Dennis committed.
Nevertheless, the shortcomings
inherent in our system of
murder are equally
inexcusable. Adremy Dennis's
case reflects many of the tragic
realities of the death penalty in
Ohio and in America today.
While other states streamline the extensive litigation
involved in capital punishment
cases to about 5 years, Ohio
takes an average of 19 years
to complete the process. The
ethical viability and effectiveness of this snail's-pac- e
litiga
tion is questionable for several
reasons. After so long a period
it is hard to say whether execu
tions accurately reflect current
public sentiment. Also the validity of the claim that capital
punishment is a deterrent to
crime which is dubious at
best is seriously lessened by
the state's slow response.
Many of the inmates on
death row committed their
crimes at young ages. Prior
to being imprisoned, inmates
frequently experienced trauma
related to unstable family situ
ations. Adremy Dennis's father
left his family when Adremy
was only five. He and his
brother were taken from their
mother's care when he was
thirteen. While these factors
state-sanction-

ed

bid the use of this combination
of drugs for euthanizing pets.
The time for action against
the death penalty is now. As
more death row inmates in
Ohio exhaust their legal options, the number of executions will increase in coming
years. In 2003, former Illinois
Governor George Ryan
re-invigora-

by commuting all death sentences in his state. Ryan said,

"Because the Illinois death
penalty system is arbitrary and
capricious and therefore immoral I no longer shall tinker
with the machinery of death."
Ryan had entered office a Republican who supported the
death penalty but changed his
mind after an Illinois commission found that death sentences
were given disproportionately
to the poor and to ethnic minorities.
Adremy Dennis has admitted to his crime. In Dennis's
case though, like the cases of
so many others, the failures
of the death penalty are apparent. Those sentenced to
death are overwhelmingly
poor, uneducated, and unable
to provide themselves with the
best defense. They were in a
vicious cycle to begin with, but
instead of trying to rehabilitate
them or trying to break that
cycle of poverty that perpetuates violence, society throws
them away. Is this really
the best way to deter crime?
There are currently 206
people on death row in Ohio.

m

contact Governor Taft
behalf of Adremy Dennis or another inmate, call
Or write to:
To
on

614-466-355-

5.

77 South High St. 30th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215
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a friend." In addition, remem-

ber, don't take advantage of
those who are attracted to you
for personal gain. It's an awful attribute, and you'll end up
creating your fiercest enemy
rather than your best friend.

ted

national debate

David Lenkner
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impression
What student thespians can do to make sure the first
what's going on, you will be
less nervous. Also, listen to

BY CHRIS BASILE

Staff writer

whatever the director tells

Common knowledge
tates that auditions suck. As
William Bell explains in his
book Sense of Direction, public speaking is the number one
dic-

you before your audition: you
are being given free help, take
it. Other than that, audition for

most common fear, even among
actors. He explains that the
internal physical reactions an
actor experiences prior to step
ping onto a stage is analogous
with that of a skydiver about
to leap out of a plane, an essentially near death experience
professional actors choose to
undergo eight times a week.
Auditions can be even worse.
"Auditions are frightening,
but they aren't as bad at Ken-yo- n
as they could be," asserts

drama major Jeff Gardner '07.
"Here, you aren't expected to
prepare anything in advance.
Every audition is a cold reading. I don't know if it is better
this way, but it is easier and it
makes sense considering all the
other work we have."
"Read the script before
you go in," suggests Jessica
'06, an actress
Freeman-Slad- e
appearing in Bedroom Farce
later this Fall. "If you know

everything there is, whether
you have the time for it or
not. I tend to get into shows
when I don't have the time to
do them.
"But when you audition
again and again you become
more used to it, and it's not as
fretting: you relax over time.
Not only that, but it gets your
face out there and you begin
to get recognition. People remember you, even if you aren't
actually cast in that particular
show, so when you audition
for the next thing you are not
coming in quite as naked."
"I am nervous for every
audition I go into," explains
Tom Coiner, a senior drama
major. "If at any point during
the audition I realize that I'm
relaxed, that is when I know
I won't be coming within ten
yards of the play. If I'm not
nervous, then I know I'm not
really concentrating on what
I am doing up there." When
asked how he combats this

anxiety, Tom simply shakes nis
head and responds, "I think of
other things: what is my char- ,hat i he trvine to do.
stuff like that. I focus on what
is going on right there in front
of me."

Professor of Drama Thomas
Turgeon had this to say on the

subject: "Many people think
that auditions are a judgment

of them; they think 'Am I
good enough?' We don't make
judgments based on the quality of the applicant, but on the
applicability of the applicant,
which often focuses on qualities nobody can control. I know
that seems unfair, but there are
things you can control, and
that is what you should work
on. You can control the basic
acting process of listening and

responding. Everyone gets
nervous, and that's fine, but
excessive nervousness gets in
the way of this; it's caused by a
focus on being judged. It would
be helpful to get beyond that;
find something else to focus
on, like what is being said."
"I look for someone who
is interesting, someone who is
engaging on stage," explains
Assistant Professor of Drama

Daniel Kramer, who is

di- -

recting the second mamsiagc
show this year, Measure for
Measure. "I look to see if I
am interested in what they
are saying and check to see if
they are listening to the other
actors onstage. I look for actors
who have agility with language,
timing, ability to make strong
choices, and a readiness and
wiliness to change them. But
overall: find some life in the
words you are saying. Directors
really, really want you to have a
great audition. If you can show
up and find some pleasure in it,
the better."
"We want to be surprised
by people," adds Turgeon. "The
misconception is that we want
you to fail when you audition.
Why would we want that? It
is our goal to find great actors
for these shows. We want our
casting decisions to be difficult
because there are too many great
people, not because there are too
few."
With the huge number of
shows that go up here each year,
everyone, whether drama major
or otherwise, has an equal opportunity to audition and get
involved in the department.

Cartoonist alum's take on a comic career

and his effects on others
Jim "Zits".Borgman discusses his career in terms of his colleagues, his caricatures,
BY KATY COSSE

StaffWriter

Known for his "biting
edge," Jim Borgman's first
editorial cartoon in the Kenyon
Collegian wasn't about politics,

social commentary, or even
Peirce food. "If I remember correctly, it involved some Kenyon
student's pet cat being shot by
security on campus during spring

break. The cartoon showed a
bunch of other cats dressed like
Mafioso promising revenge."
From those small beginnings, Borgman has become an
internationally syndicated and
g
cartoonist. Next
Friday, October 15, he will be
in Columbus' Thurber House to
open "Sensitive Subjects: Ohio
award-winnin-

Editorial Cartooning," where
his work will be featured along
with that of three other Ohio
editorial cartoonists, Chip Bok
of the Akron Beacon Journal,
David Catrow of the Springfield
News-Suand Jeff Stahler of
the Columbus Dispatch. In conjunction with the Ohio State's
University Festival of Cartoon
Art, "Deletions, Omissions, and
Erasures," the show will examine
the role of editorial cartoonists in
provoking debate, as well as the
role of censorship.
n,

h
'
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PREMIERE THEATRES
Listings for the week of Friday
October 8th through Thursday
October 14th
Raise Your Voice, PG,
107 minutes
12:30 &
Oct. 9 & Oct. 10
2:40 Oct. 8 & Oct. 11 -- Oct. 14
4:50, 7:00 & 9:20
Friday Night Lights, PG-1118 minutes
1:30
Oct. 9 & Oct. 10
14 4:30
Oct. 8 & Oct.
7:00 & 9:30
3,

11-O-

ct.

Shark Tale, PG, 91 minutes
1:00, 1:20,
Oct. 9 & Oct. 10
3:00 & 3:20
14
Oct. 8 & Oct.
9:00 & 9:
7:20,
5:00, 5:20, 7:00,
20
11-O-

ct

115 minutes
12:20 &

Ladder 49, PG-1Oct. 9 & Oct. 10
2:40
Oct.8 & Oct. 1
7:20 & 9:40
3,

14

1--

Oct

5:00

Tlie Forgotten, PG, 104 minutes
1:30 & 3:30
Oct. 9 & Oct. 10
14
5:30
Oct. 8 & Oct.
9:30
&
7:30
11-O-

Taxi.

PG-1-

ct.

97 minutes

3,

Oct 9 & Oct.

12:30 &

10

2:40
& Oct.
4:50, 7:10 & 9:20

Oct

8

11-O-

ct.

14

Coming Soon: Saw, Die
Grudge, Shall We Dance

his cartoons for the Collegian,
including the 1976 FordCarter
presidential election.
He graduated summa cum
laude in 1976 with Phi Beta

The show couples cartoonists'
work with their thoughts on it
and the process involved. "Some
comments are about the origins
of a piece," says Thurber House

Kappa honors, having already
been hired by The Cincinnati
Enquirer on the strength of his
portfolio. He became not only
one of the youngest editorial car-

r,

representative Emily Swartz-lande"It began one way but
didn't want to go that
they
then
far. Sometimes they're about the
reactions... when they were pub-

toonists in the country, but, as he lished. Censorship can come from
both directions."
says, "the first Kenyon art major
Borgman didn't have a strict
ever to repay his student loan."
method to choosing the pieces - he
The "pure luck" of landing
simply "rifled through my drawers
such a job straight out of college
let Borgman relax for the first of drawings," noting "I never have
couple years, but after awhile, he to dive too deep. . .to find drawings
says, "It became apparent that at that hit nerves." Although the mafia cats have since been retired,
the Enquirer I would have the freehe still is able to recycle his old
dom to express my own opinions;
caricatures as recently as last year.
look
to
there wasn't much reason
...
a
"You know how aspiring cartoonas
lucky
began
What
elsewhere."
i
gig has since turned into an estab-lishe- d ists draw their teachers and their
position; after 25 years, principals in the margins of their
Reveille. 1976
for
Collegian
the
cartoonist
political
a
figures prominently in school notebooks? Both of the
was
Borgman
Borgman
Jim
principals at my old high school
media and comare
the
we
Cinncinati
Mostly
.
collections)
...
art
The Thurber House reception
from the years when I was there
audience.
international
an
at
home
mands
and
breed,
shy
a
solitary
a
rare
with
readers
will provide
He won the Pulitzer Prize in 1991, have become major perpetrain dark little rooms."
opportunity to see their favortors in the priest pedophile
was voted Best Editorial CartoonBut he adds, "We're all supite cartoonist outside, in person.
portive of each other. When we ist four times in seven years and scandals."
"The job is very much contained
within the four walls of my skull," get together it's all, T LOVED that was named Outstanding Cartoonist
in 1993 by the National Cartoonist
one you did on....!'"
Borgman admits. Even connecAlthough Borgman had been Society.
tions among cartoonists are rare.
Now, as part of "Sensitive
"Once or twice a year I'll see them sketching since he was young,
he will comment on
that
Kenyon
Subjects,"
time
at
his
was
it
at an OSU gathering (they have
from
the past several years.
remembers
pieces
He
skills.
his
refined
cartoon
world's
best
the
one of

(':

Pre-"Zits-

,"

LIVER DISEASE OVER A SHORTER
DID YOU KNOW THAT COMPARED TO MEN, WOMEN DEVELOP ALCOHOL-INDUCEPERIOD OF TIME AND AFTER CONSUMING LESS ALCOHOL?
$1 Movies - Sign up at the SAC before 4:30 PM on Friday!
FRIDAY, OCT 1
9:00 PM in Gund Commons! COMING SOON: ESP GAMES HOW!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Pongal South Indian Cultural Dance
D
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Public image limited Pixies' dust in the air at Ohio show
A

look at Kenyon's

up-and-com-

musical group

ing

drums

BY SARAH FRA1MAN

n

Sitting around

a

table at

Kenyon's Gund dining room, the
guys of Public Mode project a

laid-bac-

k,

casual manner, joking about

a really crappy beat...I thought
it was really cool and now I'm

Sports Editor

other after graduation.

first album, the guys rotate
between practicing and recording.
"We usually practice at the
Horn, and almost everyday,"
said Sloan. This provoked some
joking comments about a secret
cottage in the woods for them to

practice in that only they knew
about.
With each member coming
from a musical background of
some sort, it was only a matter of
time for each before they picked
up their current instruments.
"I played cello when I was
really young," said Mega. It was
watching the show The Adventures of Pete and Pete on TV
that influenced him to pick up
the electric guitar.
Tanton had the equipment
he needed in his grasp already, it
was just a matter of time before
he picked it up.

"My parents had

a

set of

an-

"I'm always going to have
it as a hobby on the side,

unless

decide to go full out with it,"
said Mega. Tanton also brought
up the good point that "we're
sophomores. We really don't
know."
I

Drawing individual influences from each other their
favorite bands such as Led
Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix, Black
Crowes, Nirvana, Rx Bandits,
Radiohead, U2, Tool and REM,
the guys are a rock band, with
the joke of adding the word
"rock" before saying what each
member plays.
Block describes the overall
sound of the band as a "combination between punk, grunge,
and classic rock."
Although fitting into a genre

crowded by many

so-call-

ed

"garage bands," Public Mode
separates themselves from the
herd by being "louder and more
straightforward," said Mega.
"We all listen to crazy different types of bands and we incorporate it all into our music,"

weekend. Shows give the guys a
chance to see their fans. "There
are a lot of different sets of them
fans . . . there are the people you
don't know but you always see

them," said Sloan. Fans feel
a connection with the band as
well.

"I like that they took requests and they created an
informal atmosphere so people
could hang around and dance.
They were real, down to earth,"
said Rocky Oriol, a freshman
who caught Public Mode at
their recent show at the Horn.
Sophomore Amy Strieter
enjoys their variety of music
in the band's set. "They tend
to play sets comprised of good
rock from a variety of sounds
and artists... they are good
at the Horn, super at Summer
Sendoff," she said.
As one of Kenyon's upcoming bands, Public Mode is sure
to be pleasing fans for years
to come. Or at least until they
graduate.
o-'-

J

ductive vocals, and drummer David
Lovering has only improved since the
1991 split Following some humorous
vocal antics in "Caribou" and a seemingly staged dialogue between Black
and Deal, Black requested Deal, an
Ohio native, take the spotlight and
sing "Gigantic."
The band found its stride in the
second half of their set. Following
Black's exhibition of Spanish
in "Isla de Encanta," the band
played what I consider to be their most
genius piece of songwriting: "Hey." A
song with terse lyrics about two people
being "chained," the band brings together inconsistent instrumentals in the
song's second half while constantly
altering the song's rhythm; an honest attempt to write a song about
relationships.
Although they had not yet pretended to leave the stage, the band's last
hurrah was notable when they strung
together four tracks from Doolittle.
After the band ripped through "Gouge
Away," Black offered some of his most
infamous lyrics in 'Tame," a song
girlfriend: "Hips
about a long-tim- e
like Cinderella mustbehavinga good
shame talking sweet about nothing
cookie, I think you're tame."The band
then forged through satisfying versions
of the aforementioned "Debaser" and
"Monkey Gone to Heaven."
After Black insisted on the overhead lights being turned on, the band
roared into their cover of Jesus and
Mary Chain's "Head On." With the
house lights illuminating the theatre,
Black sang about "taking myself to a
different part of town where all my
troubles can't be found" Although
the Pixies left a more extensive encore
to be desired, it is not the first time the
band has quit too soon.

Shark entirely misses the mark

to pursue in some form or

habits.

venues such as the Horn Gallery,
the basement of Old Kenyon,
Peirce's Upper Dempsey as well
as at last year's Summer Send-of- f.
In the past, they have been
playing a set list full of covers,
but since returning from summer vacation and reacquainting
with one another, the guys have
put together a new set list and
have written some of their own
songs.
Currently working on their

te

www.publicmoderock.cjb.net.
Public Mode's last show
was at the Archon party last

For each member, music is

something they definitely wish

Kenyon's campus, including

90-minu-

said Tanton.
As for fans, they can check
out what the band is working
on and their upcoming shows at

here," he said. Seeing Buddy
Rich in concert also helped
inspire him to play.

anything from the "sub-par- "
food
to their band mates' sloppy eating
Made up of four sophomore
guys from various parts of the
Midwest as well as Canada, Public Mode is a band of good friends
who seem to have a great time.
Comprised of drummer Alex
Tanton, 19, guitarist and vocalist
Mike Block, 20, bassist Charles
Sloan, 19, and guitarist Alex
Mega, 20, these guys have experience ranging from three and a half
to ten years on their instruments.
They were "all in bands prior to
Kenyon and were pretty eager" to
form one here, said Tanton.
Forming nearly a year ago,
in January 2004, Public Mode
began with Block, Sloan and Tanton playing together at Kenyon
events. Unfortunately, that wasn't
quite what the guys were looking
for and they eventually "decided. . .
they needed another guitar," thus
adding Mega to the mix.
Since then, the quartet has
been playing shows all around

out stage props or flashy outfits, the
band whipped through their
setlist Kim Deal began the set with a
sappy series of whines about heaven,
but the band immediately hit its stride
with a stoic rendition of "Wave of
Mutilation." The song's opening lines
make an appropriate comment on the
Pixies' current agenda ("Cease to
resist giving my goodbye") before
delving into the Black's lyrical playground ("I kissed mermaids and rode
the el Nino").

"Got me a movie
Slicing out eyeballs
Girlies so groovie
Don't know about you but I am un
chien Andalusia," barked Frank Black
near the end of a
Pixies set
that brought the band to Columbus's
Veterans Memoruil on Monday night
during its 2004 world reunion tour.
As multi-colspotlights illuminated
the chubby singer through the song
"Debaser," I wondered how this band
ever became influential in modem rock
with these lyrics.
A couple months after playing
their first show ever in Boston, the
Pixies decided to advertise with posters
that read "Death to the Pixies." They
gained notoriety among the Massachusetts scene, but did not sign a record
deal until London-base- d
AD Records
called on them to record their 1987
debut EP called Come On Pilgrim.
They eventually released five albums
before mysteriously calling it quits
in 1991 with the promise that they'd
never reunite. Their 1991 break-u- p
unfortunately prevented more classic
material being writtea
In 2004, monetary motivation
beckoned They have toured continuously since April, they have released
a greatest hits collection, and now the
Pixies are seen by many as among the
most popular bands in the country. This
recent wave of recognition may seem
overdue, but the band has been credited for inspiring musicians like Kurt
Cobain, Evan Dando and Thorn Yorke
who all claimed that Black made them
want to write music.
Monday night, the band casually
took the stage before 9 o'clock. With

each other with the subject being

i

BY ERIC FITZGERALD

the basement. ..my

friend came over and showed me

Staff writer

--

The cult rock band is back - how does their live show hold up after thirteen years?

-o

A LIMERICK FOR YOUR JOY:
There once was an AE section.
That needed more writers.
You saw their ad and started up.
HEY! SAVE THE POEMS FOR HiKA

Homicke or Weissckenyon.edu
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BY BRIAN SCHILLER
Film Critic

Shark Tale
Directed by Vicky Jenson
Voiced by Will Smith, Renee
Zellweger, Jack Black,
and Angelina Jolie
Vi

(out of

)

If there's something to be
learned from both Shark Tale and
Will Smith's summer blockbuster
, Robot, it's that Smith sells remarkably well. Where , Robot
saw Smith pimping out Audi,
Converse, and JVC, Shark Tale
sees him affixing his computer-generate- d
fish visage to Coca-Col- a,
Krispy Kreme, and Katie
Couric (a product all to herself).
What makes the consistent sponsor dropping even more irritating
in Shark Tale is that Dreamworks
has decided to take their "fish"
theme and run with it, renaming such things as "Coral-Cola,"

"Kelpy Kreme," "and "Katie
Current." Some might find these
changes to be "cute" or "clever,"
but it comes off as Dreamworks
being smug and whoring out their
own undeserved success.
The actual story of Shark Tale
revolves around the two "morals,"
Will Smith's little white lie and
Jack Black's inability to deal

As lead singer Frank Black
wandered around the stage with his
acoustic guitar for the first seven
songs, the highlight of the early set
was a prolonged "Vamos." After an
instrumental brought guitarist Joey
Santiago to the center of the audience's
attention, Black and bassist Kim Deal
sang harmoniously, "Vamos a juar a la
playa." The band then turned to their
most ubiquitous song, "Where is My
Mind?" Although the film Fight Club
is partially responsible forthe song's
popularity, the song title begs a relevant
question from anyone who's listened
to Pixies lyrics. The band detoured
into solid versions of "The Holiday
Song" and "Ed is Dead" before delighting their fans with their closest
resemblance of a mainstream hit, the
melodious "Here Comes Your Man."
Black then set aside his acoustic
tuned his electric guitar and
carried the band into the next phase of
the concert Tearing into the setlist's
first track from 1991's Trompe de le
Monde, "Planet of Sound" offered an
angrier taste of the Pixies' discogra-phEven as the band members age,
their sound remains the same: Black
and Santiago provide thrashing and
dichotomous guitars, Deal delivers a
bassline alongside se-six-strin-

g,

y.

heart-movi-

ng

with his nature as a shark. The
former is a fairly straightforward
and rehashed plot, and the film
makes no effort to make that

storyline remotely interesting.
The audience sees from frame
one that Zellweger loves Smith,
and they are forced to wait about
an hour for her predetermined
reveal and his subsequent recognition of wrongdoing. This plot
is horrendously drawn out, and
anyone who saw Barbershop can
tune out this entire section of the
film and not miss a beat.
Dreamworks decides to attempt a parallel at homosexuality with the other plot. Black isn't
comfortable with what he sees as
a stereotypical male lifestyle
(being a shark is equated to being a man here), and his eventual
"coming out" to Smith is a vastly
underwhelming attempt at analogy. The scene is cheap trash
(especially when compared to
Iceman's "coming out" in X2),
and its eventual payoff, getting
the shark mafia boss to accept
his queer son, is both terribly
executed and completely unbelievable.
The film inherits the same
tone as Dreamwork's cash cow

Shrek series, especially their

trademark racist undertones

song-writi-

ng

and horrible reference games.
Shark Tale dispenses minori-

ties as sight gags left and right,
whether they're Indian cabbies
or Japanese sushi bar owners.
Scorsese's henchmen, a pair of
Jamaican jellyfish, serve as a pair
of funny accents and are cast aside
as morons.
The only African-America- n
characters in the film are Smith,
who turns out to be a fraud, and
his three little friends, who happen to be street thugs and graffiti
artists. The only character of wisdom is Renee Zellweger, whose
down home Texan sensibilities
show the street brother the error
of his ways.
Am I taking the film too
seriously? Perhaps (though the
film isn't even entertaining on a
mindless level), but that's what
happens when you try to create a
foil to Finding Nemo, a film that
flat out demolishes Shark Tale in
every possible way - animation,
writing, social commentary, humor, and general appeal. If Nemo
was a parable about a hyperpro-tectiv- e
single parent and his disabled son that excelled in every
aspect of animated filmmaking,
Shark Tale is a gluttonous,
film that fails to
be inventive at every turn.
factory-

-produced

J

ffimiiririfTrtfMifii- i-

1

6

Thursday, October 7, 2004

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Kenyon Collegian

A Snow day for everyone

.4l

How rock plus pop equals the emotional music of Snow Patrol
BY REBECCA ROEBUCK
Music Critic

),$

"Their music is depressWhy are there so many
frat boys here?!" This was the
sentiment of a member of the
diverse crowd that Snow Patrol
attracted to their September
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show in Columbus. This band
from Scotland combines rock,
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www.snowpatrol.amrecords.comphotosphotos.asp

alternative, and pop sounds
to put

with guitar distortion
their heartache to an upbeat
soundtrack. Their newest album, Final Straw is not completely void of melancholy.
If this album sounds familiar,
it is because front man Gary
Lightbody cannot escape his
influences from the Reindeer
Section project he worked on
with some of the best musicians
from Scotland.
Spitting Games is a song
about the process of writing
songs. Unable to talk to "the

girl" in person, Lightbody
"struggles for the words and
then gives up." Instead, he
puts his feelings on paper because they are "in everything
he ever writes." His songs
are a collection of letters and
"lonely written words" that provide him some company. The
struggle for words is too great
and his feelings come out in his
letters and through his songs.
Chocolate is a short song
about making a mistake in a

Lightbody is
alive and honest in his lyrics.
He doesn't seem to want to take
responsibility for his mistake
and claims to be a child who is
taking his first steps. Instead he
makes promises for the future
to "do anything you ask. ..this
relationship.

time" that have likely been broken before. He again is at a loss
for words in this three-minuballad. Maybe if he has "forgotten what to say it's because
all words are dust."
te

Lightbody finally does
something right with Run.
song
This
about a long distance relationship makes the listener miss
someone in his or her own life.
Although the song sounds like
the most melancholy song on
the album and "makes it so
hard not to cry," there is hope
disguised in the lyrics. Again,
Lightbody "can't hardly speak
heart-wrenchi-

ng

at all," and lets the song express
his feelings. "Even if you cannot hear my voice, I'll be right
beside you dear."
alLike all
well-round-

i

motion, the blast is beautiful."
The soldiers are searching for a
ticking clock that is "hidden far
away" and they can't breathe or
leave and "could do most anything to you."
If you like the sounds of
Reindeer Section, Belle & Sebastian, Idlewild, Arab Strap, or
Astrid you will also like Snow
Patrol. Final Straw combines a

i

qn.rri

.

"if:,

melancholy sound with an alterd
style but is not
native
so melancholy that it deters the
frat boys. Their songs represent
those feelings that are not easily

1.0, il,

rock-balla-

h

verbally expressed, especially
for those who always struggle
to find the perfect words to say
at the right moment.

ed

bums, 'Final Straw' includes
a political song about the
conflict in Iraq. It conveys
the fear, confusion, and "feeling that there's something that
I missed," that many people
experience. Although there is
always "another soldier who
says he's not afraid to die...
well, I am scared." 'Somewhere a clock is ticking' comments on the destruction of war
that we see "safe and sound"
from our homes. "In slow

'

Writer's Harvest
Wednesday October 13th
7:30 pm in Peirce Lounge
For the benefit of the Salvation Army and Interchurch, The Kenyon Review will offer an evening of poetry, prose and refreshments. The annual Writer's Harvest will be held on Wednesday, Oct.. 13 at 7:30
p.m. in Peirce Lounge. One of several outreach programs offered by the Review, the Writer's Harvest is
open to the Kenyon and larger Knox County community. Students, faculty and staff will present readings
donation
both of their own work, as well as the works of authors that have influenced them. A
is requested at the door, the proceeds of which will be used to benefit the work of Interchurch and the
one-doll-

ar

Salvation Army. Anyone interested in reading at or donating to the event should contact Liz Lopatto at

lopattoekenyon.edu.

The good, the better, and the best Western films around
the way to Bolivia, where they meet
their heroic end at the hand of the
Bolivian army. Hill's masterpiece
is
witty, and superbly
filmed.

BY DAVID JACOX
Film Critic

10. The Kurosawa Samurai
films
Through dazzling camera work and
powerful stories, Akira Kurosawa's

fast-pace- d,

samurai films (featuring actor
Toshiro Mifune) sparked the
the Western, and inspired
John Sturges' The Magnificent
Seven (1960) and Sergio Leone's
A Fistful of Dollars (1964).
9. Tombstone
(George Cosmatos 1993)
Cosmatos brings together an ensemble cast featuring Kurt Russell, Val Kilmer, Bill Pax ton, Sam
Elliot, Michael Biehn, and Dana
Delany. Featuring duels, chases,
battles, and a plethora of great
quotes, Tombstone is at the top of
the Western Action genre.
8. Stagecoach
(John Ford 1939)
The definitive Western of the
1930's. John Wayne is a lovable
outlaw tagging along with a group
of travelers featuring a pregnant
woman,. a misunderstood prostitute, and an alcoholic doctor.
revi-talizati-

on

4. The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance
(John Ford 1962)
James Stewart and John Wayne play
opposite one another as the honest
man trying to bring civilization to
d
the frontier and the
yet
kind and worldly gunman. Guess
which actor plays which part. Ford
tells a compelling story about honest people fighting for statehood
against the
outlaws
that run the towns.
3. High Noon
(Frank Zinnemann 1952)
On his wedding day, marshal Will
Kane (Gary Cooper) discovers
that the killer whom he put in jail
is returning for vengeance. Kane
chooses to stay and face his foe,
only to find that the entire community, out of greed, cowardice,
or apathy has turned its back
on him. A great cast including
Grace Kelly and Lloyd Bridges
complements Cooper's signature
hard-nose-

http:www.dvJreviewxomhtmlthegoo!r
Leone's 1967 film places first in the genre. Not so Ugly after all...

Ford's
chase sequence
is years ahead of its time.
7. 3:10 to Yuma
(Delmer Daves 1957)
One of the most interesting character studies of the genre, the film
pits down-and-orancher Dan
Evans (Van Heflin) against famed
outlaw Ben Wade (Glenn Ford).
Ford and Heflin deliver outstanding performances in a suspenseful
battle of wits.
6. The Outlaw Josey Wales
(Clint Eastwood 1976)
That's Mr. Eastwood to you, Kost- fast-pac-

ed

ut

ner. After burying his family, Josey
Wales (Eastwood) digs his gun out
of the ashes of his home, and sets
out on a maddening quest for revenge against the ruthless Union
Captain. It is one of the best films
of Eastwood's career.
5. Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
(George Roy Hill 1969)
Butch (Paul Newman) does the
thinking, and Sundance (Robert
Redford) does the shooting. Butch
and Sundance, after robbing the
same man twice, are hounded all

cold-blood-

ed

performance.
2. The Unforgiven
(Clint Eastwood 1992)
This is the most intelligent Western
ever. Eastwood is one of the few

people capable of producing

a

quality commentary on the mythology of the Western. In Eastwood's
finest work as a director, he brilliantly
the mythic
status of the outlaw. Eastwood is
accompanied on screen by Morgan
Freeman and Gene Hackman.
1. The Good, the Bad, and the
de-romantic-

izes

Ugly

(Sergio Leone 1967)
This film, quite simply, is as good
as it gets. Leone's masterpiece
reveals mythic landscape of the
West in all its epic glory. The film
features Eastwood at his coolest,
Western veteran Lee Van Cleef at
his most sinister, and Eli Wallach
in the greatest performance of his
e
career. Composer Ennio
adds the finishing touch
with one of the greatest scores in
film history. The film culminates
in the famous three-wa- y
standoff
between Eastwood, Van Cleef,
and Wallach.
Mor-ricon-
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Volleyball tries to even record in double dip
BY

JOE FREEMAN
Staff writer

The Ladies volleyball squad
is still gnawing at the heels of a
winning record. They entered a
showdown against North Coast
Athletic Conference rival Ohio
VVesleyan University, Oct. 28,

record of
Entering
this game, the Ladies had an
with a

6-- 7.

opportunity to accomplish two
goals if they won: they needed
to defeat a team in the confer-

four sets,

ence and they needed to position
themselves only one game away
from climbing above .500.
Sweeping down like mes-

30-2-

7,

28-3-

1,

0,

3.

Sophomore Patrice Collins
racked up a season high 21 kills
and a whopping 55 attempts.
While Coll ins offed opponents
as usual, sophomore Lauren
Reiter interrupted now and then
to remind fans of her presence,
rolling out fifteen kills and 32
attempts.
The win put the team at

merizing Sirens who devour
men on the open sea, the Ladies

whooped the OWU Bishops

30-2-

Kenyon dominated OWU
for most of the bout, winning all
but one game which they lost by
a mere two points.
30-2-

n

2--

1

in the NCAC and an even

on the year. The next three
games were crucial to the Ladies' chances of snatching a few
wins and moving ahead of .500
on the season.
First the Ladies went up
against Hiram College and began the match strongly by collecting the opening game 30-2But the barking Terriers proved
7--

7

7.

their athletic prowess, dogging
the Ladies in three consecutive
games
After this decisive defeat, the
Ladies couldn't wag their tails
in depression for too long. The
next day, they were scheduled
30-1-

Elena Fernandez

Sophomore Sarah Brieschke keeps her eye on the ball during a serve.

30-2-

7,

30-1-

5,

6.

to play a double header at

Ot-terbe-

in

College.
Their first opponent was
Manchester College whose
Spartans engaged our Ladies in
Peloponnesian-styl- e
volleyball
combat; the match went back
and forth and wasn't decided
until the fifth game. The warring Spartans led the charge and
snatched the opener 30-2The
Ladies countered quickly with
their own offensive, evening
things out with a 30-2- 5
win.
7.

Manchester took the third,
30-2but the Ladies doubled
down and absorbed the fourth,
8,

30-2-

5.

The Spartans proved victorious in the end, however,
clinching the fifth and final
face-of- f
of the day by a tragic
score of
The second match of the
day would be against the Cardinals of host Otterbein College.
The Cardinals came to play in
their own house and treated
the Ladies like the worms their
mascot's species is traditionally
known to capture, devour, and
then regurgitate to feed their
17-1- 5.

young in the nest. With wings

flapping, they took down the
Ladies in four games,
30-1-

30-2-

0,

24-3-

0,

30-2-

8,

3.

Following this week, the
Ladies now stand at a frustrating
Collins shared her thoughts
extensively on the season and
the team after the week's com8-- 9.

petition.
"That last couple of games
haven't really been our best.
We've pulled a few wins out
which is nice to see, but all in
all I think we really have a lot of
potential. I think we have great
individuals but since we're a
young team we seem to have a
tough time getting our chemistry right," Collins said. "I hope
to see us connecting in the next
couple of games to really show
teams in our conference what we
can do."

The Ladies remain optimistic, seeing their success is
imminent like a
melting over a desert horizon. The
next home match for the Ladies
sun-ra- y

is Oct. 12 when they host con-

ference foes, Earlham College.
Traveling onwards against any
element's wrath, they win, they
lose, they fight on.

Ladies score two important wins within NCAC
Field hockey
team defeats Oberlin and Wooster, improve record to

BY

MICHAEL REYNOLDS
Managing Editor

"We let our mentality shift
from just playing hockey to a
mentality set of 'the only thing
that matters is winning,'" said

senior forward Liz Aragona.
Coming off a disheartening
loss at the hands of the
Wittenberg Tigers, the Ladies
looked to rediscover the right
mentality as they faced off
against two bitter conference
rivals, the Yeowomen of Oberlin College, Oct. 2, and the College of Wooster Fighting Scots,
5--

0

Oct. 5.

Things looked dismal for
the Ladies early against the
Yeowomen, as Oberlin's junior
Meg Reitz scored
the first goal just under ten
minutes into the game. Finding themselves in an early hole,
the Ladies came out swinging in
the second half. Shortly into the
second half, sophomore Julia
Sivon scored her fourth goal of
the season with a powerful shot
in front of the Oberlin goal and
knotted the score at one. The
Ladies looked to have the game
won when sophomore standout
g
Sarah Pfeifer scored her
seventh goal of the season, putting the Ladies ahead,
co-capt-

ain

that even though time could be
running out, they were allowed
to play until the defense gained
control of the ball outside of
the scoring circle. In some
last second heroics, Oberlin's
Reitz again found paydirt in
the back of the Ladies cage to
send the game into overtime.
"Coach Robin Cash told
us to forget about what happened at the end of the game,
and to just go out and keep playing hard," said junior defender
Kate Flinner.
Already with a victory in an

earlier double overtime game
against Seton Hill University,
the Ladies found themselves
once again in desperate need
of a scoring threat. As the
first overtime period came to
a close, the score remained
The Ladies found their
offensive threat about halfway
through the second overtime
period when senior
Maggie Rosen lifted the Ladies
on the wings of victory with her
second goal of the season, sending the visiting Yeowomen back
north with nothing to show for
their trip but a 2 loss.
co-capta-

in

3--

However, the lead proved
not to be safe when the Yeowomen scored a goal with one
second left on the clock. Under
some bizarre circumstances,
the Yeowomen were awarded a
penalty corner in the final seconds of the game, which meant

obtained their first conference
win against Wooster, Sept. 11,
with a 1 win. This second
game against the Scots was a
strange one, as the Ladies were
outshot by the visiting Scots,
35-Nonetheless, the Ladies

2-- 1.

Scots could muster only one.
Despite the Scots being able
to dominate play and keep the
ball mostly on Kenyon's half of
the field, they were never able
to capitalize on their shot opportunities and were stifled by
a suffocating Ladies defense.
Leading the way on defense
was senior Hannah Hill, who
came up with two defensive
saves for the Ladies on the afternoon. On the offensive end,
the Ladies were very efficient.
Sarah Pfeifer scored twice to
give her a conference-leadinnine goals on the season. Also
g

breaking into the scoring column was junior Molly Micki-nacwho scored her first goal
of the season.
The win lifted the Ladies'
record to 3 overall and
in the conference. They are
currently tied for third in the
conference, along with Deni-so- n
University and Wooster.
Wittenberg and Oberlin share
e
with 1 records in
conference.
From here, the Ladies turn
their attention to the Earlham
Quakers, who've been having a
rough season so far. With an
record (0-- 5 in the NCAC) the

k,

8--

3--

first-plac-

3

4--

0--

8

Quakers have been outscored by
a grand total of 28-- 3 this year.
This all looks good on paper
for the Ladies, but after turning around their NCAC fortunes
with two huge wins, the Ladies
refuse to have another letdown
like the one they had in the final

minutes of regulation against
Oberlin. The Ladies travel to
Earlham next Tuesday, Oct. 12,
at 5pm. The Ladies follow that
up with an important rematch
against Denison University on
Saturday, Oct. 16, at 1pm. The
Ladies lost to Denison,
in
a Sept. 24 home meeting with
2-- 1,

the Big Red.
W

.

-
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2-- 2.

Next up for the Ladies came
the Fighting Scots of the College of Wooster who were looking to avenge an early season
loss to the Ladies. The Ladies

team-leadin-

scored three goals and the

overall and third in conference

8-- 3
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Junior Kate Flinner takes the ball up the field in a home match against Oberlin College. The Ladies field
hockey team was among the several Kenyon teams to give Oberlin a rude welcoming on Saturday.
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to stay focused

.,...,
whenever you
vived on a "come.B(lPP.rvnu
to Brigaccording
can" policy,
practices
however,
Now,
german.
are "more structured," said junior
In the
captain Ian
new system, there are three serious days of practice, while Mondays and Fridays are reserved for
scrimmages and other less formal
activities.
While the team has been nomadic in previous years and thus
far this year, they are optimistic
that they will soon have a permanent home. Their desired location
is between the men's lacrosse field
and the two rugby pitches at the
far end of the athletic fields. After
bouncing around from open field
to open field, a real field would
be quite welcome, and the team
will continue discussions with the
athletics department until such an
arrangement is made.
With many players returning
to balance out the inexperienced
the team is "looking

W

tain Calloway Scott and senior
captain Josh Briggerman.
Much of the team's improvement has been attributed to their
new, more serious attitude towards the game, which has them
practicing more often and with
more intensity than in previous
years.
"Kenyon ultimate has been
around for a long time," said

eighteen seed out of a field of 22.
They played eleven games and
were able to move up five spots
by winning three of the games.
"This was by far the best
record ever put in by a Kenyon
team. In the past, we would have
been fighting for 23 or 24," said
senior Joe Mallin.
The team was led by junior
Kevin Guckes and sophomore

BY SARA KAPLOW

Sports Editor

The Kenyon College ultimate frisbee team has new intensity and dedication this year,
thirteenth-plac- e
as evidenced by their
finish at the UPA Club
Sectionals. The club team, which
can be seen practicing regularly
in various locations from Peirce
lawn to patches of green between
varsity fields, is looking toward
a more competitive season.
At the first tournament of
the year, held in Versailles, OH,
the team began as the number

Jonas

both of

Kirk-Bowma- n,

whom Mallin said have "dramatically improved" since last season. Further strong performances
were put in by sophomore cap

'"

''

Kerr-Dalto-

Briggerman. "However, the

-

.

n.

earner quite a following, though
gather
it has always been quite competitive. "What you are seeing
now is that as ultimate becomes
more mainstream, and more and
more athletes and competitive

people start playing ultimate,
the competitiveness that was at
the highest level is starting to
permeate down throughout the
sport," explained Briggerman.
For the Kenyon team, this

means an improved offensive and
defensive strategy and more team
togetherness on basic principles.
Despite the push foreword, Briggerman insists that the game "is
about having fun, and we never
want to lose sight of that."
As far as team chemistry
goes, it would-b- e difficult to find
a more accepting or supportive
team. Whether it is being slightly
more lenient about attendance or
attempting the Hoggy challenge
at the beginning of each season,
the team is "extremely laid
back," said Briggerman.
"We're
up," said
"We try and do a lot of
workand
teaching new people
together as a team. When
things
superstars."
ing with our old
tournaweekend-lon- g
The next challenge for the you go to
cram
you
ments, and eighteen of
team is their own tournament,
to
get
you
rooms,
7
into two hotel
which they will host on Oct.
he
well,"
pretty
know each other
on the rugby fields. The toursaid.
nament, named the FRED, invites
All in all, the team's future
schools from all over Ohio to play
n
bright, although as
looks
for a trophy made of beer cans.
"alis
season
the
it,
put
"Lots of teams are coming,"
doing
said Mallin. "We are camping out ready going great. We're
new
whole
a
and
it's
things,
new
times."
on the fields. Good
year.
to
started
has
Frisbee itself

team has never been extremely
competitive. ... We are currently
trying to change this a bit."
In the past, the team has sur- -

r

1

A.

first-year-

s,

Kerr-Dalto-

n.

16-1-

Kerr-Dalto-

Kevin Guckes

1

"

defender during a tournament in Versailles.
Ultimate frisbee senior team leader Andy Nielson wards off a
-or me
u.c reasons lor u.c uuS ...
ana back
DacK again, is one u.
Aavier and
Nielson, who transferred to Xavier

-
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1 - 11 - 0 record
with
habit
losing
kick
can't
Lords
Wnnstpr'

neaaing inw meeting wun
loses seven
Team
1 eumiUACAJv
J
6 , remains conjiaent
ct straight,
mercy to the team's
provided much mercv
fault nmvided

NCAC
The team continues its N
don't think that is anyone's
nately, the team is 2 in the con
a
with
Saturday
record. Slawson believes the team schedule this
in particular. All the elements are
Sports Editor
ference and have been outscored
College
the
against
match
home
there, we're just not having any has played some of the best teams
in those two matches.
1
Looking at the final third
of Wooster. The Fighting Scots
nation's
the
as
well
as
Ohio,
in
moment."
luck at the
Against visiting Wittenberg
of the Lords soccer season, the
start and are 0
are off to a
Knowing
In the team's match last best Division III teams.
University on Oct. 6, the Lords'
record
team's miserable
their first two
In
NCAC.
in
the
comsuch
they've already faced
Saturday, Oct. 2, the Washington
opcould be offset with a Lords defense made several errors that
conference
against
matches
bring
not
will
petition, the record
& Jefferson Presidents beat the
cost the team in a 0 loss. Freshturnaround during their NCAC
defeated
Scots
the
ponents,
spirit.
team's
down the
with a decisive 0 result.
schedule. Although Denison, man goalkeeper Elliot Forhan Lords
Ohio Wesleyan
"The record is nowhere near
in
goal
a
scored
Presidents
The
second
in
the
Wooster and Ohio Wesleyan are made several saves
and Earlham
University,
playwe're
way
the
of
indicative
the Lords
and out-sharguably the conference's top half to preserve a resemblance of each half
Lords will cerThe
College,
really
training
are
boys
The
ing.
Jeffer&
5 overall. Washington
three sides, the Lords' hopes of hope for the Lords before being
hard and we hope to get a break tainly have their work cut out for
improved its record to
Calson
Tim
classmate
by
replaced
making the NCAC Tournament
them. Kickoff is at 2:00 p.m.
The Lords' schedule has not soon, Slawson said.
are not out of the question since lahan midway through the second
""' '"'" '"" "
pmbotovw
the bid for fourth place looks to half. Callahan allowed the fourth
Wittenberg goal. He had one highbe a competitive one.
"We've all sat down, the light within minutes of stepping
coaches and the boys, and we've in front of the net. During a Tiger
i
"i
talked about how that fourth spot attack, Callahan left the goal to
meet the oncoming forward but
in the conference is really open,"
misjudged his opponent and
assistant coach Oliver Slawson
found himself in need to tackle
is
for
up
said. "That fourth spot
the Tiger as his only means of
winning
a
get
we
if
grabs and
preventing an easy goal. He did
.we
can
Wittenberg..
against
result
throw that record straight out the give Wittenberg a penalty kick,
window, because that fourth spot but he kept the Tigers' lead at 0
when he struck fear into the eyes
can be ours."
record may of the Wittenberg shooter.
While the
Although the Lords are not
leave any soccer fanatics questionmany goals, Slawson
has
scoring
ing whether this year's team
that the team's offense is
contends
against
compete
the potential to
Slawson trains with
obsolete.
not
competition,
NCAC
of
likes
the
the Lords are confident they can the team and knows the effort the
finish in players are contributing.
compete for a top-fo"At the minute, we're getthe league.
ting so much possession, but we
Having played only two conference games, the team stands a can't transfer that possession into
.,,,
r
..M ,
.
; rn, m..,,,,,,,,,..
., .
legitimate chance of salvaging its goals and that's essentially what
Elena Fernandez
we need to do," Slawson said. "I
season in the final third. Unfortu
First-yeThomas Dickson brings the ball out of the Lords' half against Marian College, Sept. 30
BY ERIC FITZGERALD

(

0--

8--

7-1-

1-1-

2--

-0

1-0

4--

seV-enteenth-ran-

2--

2-- 0,

ot

1--

0.

7--

4-- 5.

.

'

1

"

..

3--

1-1-

1-0

ur

-,,,

,-

.

ar

-

ked

5

SPORTS

Thursday, October 7, 2004

The Kenyon Collegian

1

9

OmniTurf brings football home to McBride Field
The new

athletic playing surface marks another addition to Kenyon College's sport facility makeover

BY JAKE APPLEMAN

Staff writer

Alumni weekend provided

Ke-

nyon students present and past with
the opportunity to enjoy a football
game. The Lords played their first
home game on campus at McBride
field in almost two years. The Lords
had not played there since 2002 due
to construction in and around the
site of the Fitness, Recreation and
Athletics facility.

The OmniGrass surface, also
used by the NFL's Baltimore Ravens, is thought to be safest possible
alternative to grass. It replaced grass
that had served the Kenyon college
athletic department with grace and

dignity for 40 years.
"We bought it as project. It
had to do with the entire track and
entire field," said Special Assistant
to the Dean of Students for Student
Faculty Development, Doug Zipp.
According to Athletic Director
Peter Smith, there was an abundance
of reasons to go with the turf over
grass. "The natural grass field would
have been moved anyway," Smith
said. "I think you've seen with the
fall construction and the new track
installed that everything moved a
certain distance to the north. In fact,
the track was taken up, plus the field
movement would have caused the
need for a new natural grass field.

.

That was a defining factor. We were
going to have to replace it anyway.
We looked at that cost compared
to the field turf and then looked
at the projected maintenance cost
and opportunity for increased use
in inclement weather and made a
decision."
The field will be a huge boost
to the football team's attendance.
People did not enjoy the trek to
Mount Vernon High School last
year. Kenyon is a walking campus and the ability to walk to the
game is a central part of Kenyon
life once again. Bringing the team
back to campus should solidify the
fan base, which made some serious

noise during last weekend's
win over Oberlin.

39-3- 0

Smith easily diffused any
safety concerns regarding the
new surface, noting that it was
the safest and most logical solution. "Throughout the process we
looked at several manufacturers and
options, and chose a product that
provides outstanding drainage,"
Smith said. "We chose a product
that provides a great degree of resilience. The field has a good holding ability on the cleats and takes a
slight getting used to. It plays like
a grass field for football, lacrosse
and soccer. When you get pancaked,
it's very forgiving. There will be a
reduction in some of the injuries."
This is especially important because
turf is known to be conducive to

athletic injuries, most notably the
dreaded 'turf toe.'
When asked how long the turf
should serve the Kenyon community, Smith replied, "Probably ten
to fifteen years. The maintenance is
not as extensive as a natural grass
field."

The turf looks to be an
of Kenyon's new athletic
facility. With it's massive presence
looming large over the newly
implemented synthetic grass, the
Lords hope to have a facility that
they can call the best in the conference for years to come. The players
already enjoy it, as Lords offensive
lineman Cory Cowles said. "The
turf is nice! It is one of the softest
surfaces you can play on and it takes
the pressure off of your joints."
inte-gral'p- art
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Baseball: past its time
BY

JOE FREEMAN
Staff Writer

A few days ago, I overheard a
conversation in Peirce concerning
the Major League Baseball playoffs. I realized, as I do each year
about this time, how little I know
Kevin Guckes

The new majestic home of the football Lords treated the team well in their first home game.

Rugby clubs continue tradition
BY ERIC FITZGERALD

Sports Editor

Student athletes who have
entered Kenyon College with a
desire to try something new in
their college experience and not
interested in continuing sports
they played in high school often
find themselves playing rugby.
As for the 2004 fall season, the
teams are both in rebuilding mode
but showing signs that the sport is
alive and well in Gambier.
Despite having a young roster
with only one senior, the men's
team is training as furiously as
ever. Aithoush the team lost its

only match of the season, sophomore Luke Ellison is not deterred
and thinks his fellow underclass-

men will make considerable
strides.

"We're young, but we're
growing as a team to become
competitive. In the spring, everyone will notice the rugby team is
some of the most vicious beast-me- n
this campus has ever seen,"
Ellison said.
Around four o'clock every
.

weekday afternoon, the club
meets outside Peirce before going to their practice field, which is
south of the varsity athletic fields.

The team's dedication to athletic
glory, however, does not appear to
be south of the College's varsity
teams' committment.
"This year, we practice an
unprecedented four to five times

per week," senior

co-capta-

in

Alon Avdi said. While an averagerugby club has at least
-sized
30 players, the College's men's
roster has roughly 8 players at a
given day's practice. Avdi admits
"we hurt for lack of size, but we
do make up for it with speed and
conditioning."
Coming off of a second-plac- e
finish at last spring's Ohio Rugby
Classic, the women's team is 3
this season. The team fell to OWU
at home to open their season,
Sept. 1 , followed up by a loss at
Denison the following weekend.
First-yea- r
Rachel Dickson
scored the Ladies' first try of
the season this past Sat. against
Oberlin. The try, which came with
only a few seconds remaining in
the second half, was followed by
1

0--

1

sophomore Stephanie Black's
kick, which left the score, 25-Both the Ladies and Lords
Rugby Clubs sport the classic
purple and white "rugby" tops,
similar to a version available in
the bookstore. Both clubs also
7.

have numerous traditions that
demonstrate some distance bestatus and
tween their club-levthat of varsity teams. For example, the men's tradition of passing
around a cow hoof full of whiskey
is a tradition that spectators won't
see at any other Kenyon sporting
event.
el

Elizabeth Trenga

A Lady rugger goes down as sophomore Stephanie Black looks on this
past Saturday against Oberlin.

or even care about America's
supposedly beloved "pastime."
Yet after talking to some friends
I discovered that I'm not alone
in my general indifference and
occasional annoyance with the
sport. Invariably, I would hear
the same frustrations voiced that
I had always possessed.
For instance, how can
someone sit through nine lulling
innings, during which most of the
competitors themselves are either
sitting down, spitting tobacco and
relaxing, or standing in the outfield just waiting for something to
happen? What is the point of the
seventh inning stretch and why
not a fourth inning stretch? How
can a player be overweight, chainsmoke, and drink heavily, yet still
hold Major League records and be
in the Hall of Fame such as Babe
Ruth? Aren't "fat" and "athletic"
a bit of an oxymoron?

After finding that many
agree with these sentiments, another, considerably more important thought occurred to me. If I
dislike the sport of Baseball, am
I
Why is this sport
when
many Ameriour "pastime"
cans shudder at the boredom they
have to endure sitting through an
entire game? But films, novels,
and journalists have romanticized the sport to no end There
is even a class offered at Kenyon
un-Americ-

an?

called "Baseball and American
Culture." So why is Baseball so
important to America? Or is it
important?
"It is more of a historical
reality than a present one," said
Professor of English David Lynn,

the baseball
who
course at Kenyon with Professor of History and American
Studies Chair Peter Rutkoff.
"Baseball has played a role in
co-teach-

es

the way America defines itself.
Sports as we know them are the
results of
century
America. Then there was no football, no basketball, and tennis was
for the elite. When the everyday
American didn't have to work,
he would get out the bat and ball.
Soldiers played and spread the
sport all over the country during
the Civil War when they weren't
fighting."
late-nineteen-

th

Lynn also acknowledges
that since the 1960's, baseball
has had less and less influenceon
our culture and its popularity
has dwindled with the changing
nature of our society.
"Baseball is a slow sport
that takes a lot of time," said
Lynn. "Modern America is fast
and violent. Our contemporary
cultural landscape is fragmented,
there is so much of everything, so
many choices. Baseball thrived
in a time when there just weren't
many choices." As a kid, I played
everything from basketball, tennis, soccer, and yes, I will admit it,
even baseball. But in professional
baseball games today there is so

much to distract you music,
mascots dancing, beer, food, quiz"
challenges, huge instant replay
screens
you sometimes end up
thinking, where 's the baseball?

I've come to understand
that America's "pastime" is exactly that, in the "past." Baseball
bores me merely because there
are other faster, more spectacular
sports out there to choose from.
Nothing in baseball is as fantastic
as the feats physically displayed
in the NBA's dunk contest. What
would be baseball's response to
Jordan leaping from the foul line
to throw it down, as if carried by
invisible wings? A slide-off- ?
I don't have to love baseball
to feel American. That definition
is truthfully outdated. Modern
baseball is wholly different from

the street stickball stuck in our
imaginations. Is there a sport
today which defines us? Absolutely

all

of them.

y
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Football
New field brings a new result for Lords
Field's new

TJie Lords defeat Oberlin College,
JON SESSIONS
Sports Editor

Saturday's unveiling of the
newly renovated McBride Field
brought out the masses of Kenyon
football supporters and the Lords
did not disappoint. When the final seconds ticked off the clock,
it was not the splendor of the
new OmniGrass playing surface
that left the crowds with mouths
agog, but instead the performance
of their beloved purple and white.
The Lords picked up their first
victory of the 2004 campaign
over the
with a score of 39-3- 0
Oberlin Yeomen.
In the battle of two teams
in dire need of a victory, it was
Oberlin who drew first blood.
After a few fruitless changes of
possession, senior running back
Travis Oman tallied the game's
scurry
first points on a
into the end zone, capping off'
89 yard drive. The
a two-plaLords, however, wasted no time.
They displayed their hardened
resiliency as they marched 54
yards for a score on senior Nick
Stalick's eleven yard scoring toss
5-y-

ard

y,

Score by Quarters

Oberlin College
College

Kenyon

to sophomore tight end Jonathan
Robb to knot the score at seven at
the end of the first period.
As the second quarter began,
the doors of the offensive floodgates opened for both teams.
Oberlin pieced together another
scoring drive against the vulnerable Lords' defense, tacking on
another seven points less than
two minutes into the second period. Again, the Kenyon offense

responded with a scoring drive of
their own, which culminated in
Stalick's second touchdown pass,
Raa
strike to first-yefael Sanchez.
The Yeomen could ' not
match Kenyon on their next possession, as they turned over the
ball deep in their own territory.
Six plays and two minutes later
the Lords found themselves in
the end zone again, scoring on
first-yea- r
Joe Konieczy's two
yard run to put the Lords on top
Sophomore tailback Alby
Coombs scored Kenyon's fourth
touchdown as time expired in the
first half to offset another Oberlin score to give the Lords a five
point advantage heading into the
final 30 minutes of play.
In the second half the young
Lords' defense, which has suffered some growing pains early
this season, tightened up and
wreaked havoc on the Oberlin
offense. The Yeoman managed
only a field goal in the third period and scored just nine points
over the last two quarters.
Kenyon's offense sputtered
55-ya-

Staff Writer

The Kenyon Ladies could be
playing their best soccer of the
last decade, but their momentum
was not enough to boost them past
their most formidable conference
rival on Saturday.
Denison protected their home
field and demonstrated why they
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a bit after the break but pounded
the final nail in the coffin with
two fourth quarter touchdowns.
The initial score was sparked by
Sanchez's
punt return to
hand the ball to the offense on the
Oberlin three yard line. Coombs
quickly delivered the ball into the
end zone to capitalize and give
Kenyon an eight point lead with
just over seven minutes remaining.
82-ya-

rd

Junior Blair Heiser threatened-i-

n

the second half and appeared to
score, but a line judge ruled that

her shot did not cross the line.
"It was definitely a goal," senior Heather Preston said. "The
score should have been 1 at that
point, and I think it really would
have changed the outcome of the
game."
2--

quicker in each game, we '11 do well
Head Coach Kelly Walters
--

2--

6-4-

-1

9--

ten-minu-

te

-

19-1- 4.

I'm very proud of the team's effort and
know that if we put our game together

dominated the North Coast Athletic Conference competition last
season in a 0 shutout of the
streaking Ladies.
The loss pushed the Ladies'
(0-- 1
record to
within the
conference) and halted an encouraging stretch of four wins
in the last five games. Denison
improved their record to 2 (1-- 0
within the conference).
The fourteenth-ranke- d
Big
Red booted both of their goals
within a
period and
the Ladies never recovered.

OmniTurf surface

ar

rd

.

"The line judge didn't even
see the play but he said it wasn't a
goal," senior Guin Granite said.
The Ladies' game-pla- n
appeared to be defending against
Denison 's powerful offense. As a
result, they seldom generated their
own attack. Kenyon had only six
shots on goal in the game, while
Denison had sixteen.
"We played on our heels the
whole first half," said Granite,
who leads the team with four
goals on the season. "We focused
too much on defense and didn't do

4

'

A
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Kevin Guckes

Senior quarterback Nick Stalick gives the signal for a Lords touchdown as Joe Konieczny takes it to the house.
Lords scoring drive that put the Lords ahead,
touchdown put capped a
This second-quartwin was a well balanced attack.
After surrendering the lone leading the Lords by completing
second-hal- f
21 of 38 passes for 292 yards and
Oberlin touchdown,
"It was a good team effort,"
Stanley said. "Special teams, ofKenyon was back at it again with two touchdowns!
32-ya-

er

their workhorse. Coombs rambled
in for another score from 23 yards
out, essentially putting the game
on ice and securing Kenyon's first
victory of the year.
"We showed we can make big
plays when the chips are down,"
head coach Ted Stanley said. "Defensively we got stops and we hit
the big play offensively"
All in all, the Lords racked
up an impressive 488 yards of
total offense, while surrendering less than 450 to the Yeomen.
Coombs again led the Kenyon
ground attack, as he ran for 129
yards on 24 carries and graced
the endzone three times. Stalick
played yet another solid game,

Denison tips Ladies,
BY COLIN HODGKINS

game played on McBride

in first-eve- r

19-1- 4.

rd

Though the offensive veterans both had impressive days,
neither matched the numbers of
Sanchez. Sanchez, playing both
wide receiver and special teams,
racked up five catches for 108
yards and a score. More impressively, he gained 91 yards on
three punt returns, and 130 yards
on five kick returns. His numbers
were so impressive that Sanchez
not only became the first Kenyon
footballer to be crowned NCAC
player of the week, but he was
recognized as a Football Gazette
national player of the week as
well.
Though Sanchez's performance was dominant, Saturday's

fense, defense... every phase was
important. Lots of positives came
out of the win."
The coaching staff arrd the
players alike certainly relished
the opportunity to christen their
new stage in front of throngs of
vociferous fans massed in a sea
of purple. "The players certainly
appreciate the fans," said Stanley.
"They were there; they were loud;
they certainly helped the excitement level."
The purple and white will
attempt to establish a win streak
this Sat. when they play host to
the Fighting Scots of the College
of Woosterat p.m. on McBride
Field.
1

in NCAC derby match

2-- 1,

enough to score."
Denison's Jessie Birdwhistell
scored the first goal of the game
moments before the end of the
half, and Meg Troy added the
second immediately after the intermission.
"I think we simply overestimated them and played too passive
at first," Preston said. "We didn't
attack like we normally do."
"We played very well in the
last 35 minutes of the game and
put ourselves in a position to
score goals," head coach .Kelly
Walters said. "I'm very proud of
the team's effort and know that if
we put our game together a little
quicker in each game, we'll do
well."
The Ladies will only play
Denison again if they meet in the
Conference Tournament. There
are nine teams in the conference
and only four make the big dance,
so the Ladies will have to earn the
right to get revenge against their
rivals.
The next conference game is
this Saturday at p.m.
"We
are very much
alive in the conference race
right now. We have a big

game at Allegheny on Saturday
and we are more than capable of
winning," Walters said.
Allegheny bettered Denison
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39-3- 0,
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for the NCAC championship last
season, but the Gators are only
(0-- 1
in the conference) this
season.
5-3-

-2

-
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Kevin Guckes

Junior Emilee Kaser makes a stop in practice this past week. The Ladies
are now
heading into a conference game against Allegheny on Sat.
6-4-

-1

